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‘There are some things that are not worth prov- 
ing. One of them is an advertisement that is 
bad company. It is a part of the normal work of 
any careful periodical to see that the company 
in its advertising columns is good company for 
old friends and newcomers too. The Sunday 
School Times’ purpose in this means much to ad- 
vertiser and to reader. 











Love Never Faileth 
By Arthur B. Rhinow 


HOUGH ll the world is full of strift, 
And brother claims a brother’s life, 
Love never faileth. 


Though winter’s cold and famine gray 
Like wolves ferocious bar the way, 
Love never faileth. 


Though many hearts are callous, cold, 
And glory in the greed of gold, 
Love never faileth. 


Though earth and heaven pass away, 
And angels cease to sing and pray, 
Love never faileth. 


For he that loves is from above ; 
He cannot fail, for God is love. 
Love never faileth. 









Better Than Hardship 


It is often harder to know what is right than to 
do a right thing that is hard, . The right thing is not 
always the hard-thing, though Satan would often like 
to have us think it is. There is no virtue in mere 
hardship, - Not the way of the righteous man, but the 
way ofthe transgressor, is really hard. God's will 
does not.bring us into a life of hardship; it brings us 
into a life of ease. . ‘* My yoke is easy, and my bur- 
den is light,’ said our Lord. Over and over again 
conscientious, consecrated Christians have been, snared 
and confused by Satan because, when facing two 
possible courses, one easy and the other hard, they 


have thought that the hard way must be God's will 
for them, whereas Satan, not God, was trying to drive 
them in that direction. As Billy Sunday has said of 
the-overdone fasting of the legalistic Pharisee, ‘‘ He 
was a great deal better man than God wanted him to 
be!'’ . There are times, of course, when God's will 
points to the hardest thing that the natural man could 
face; and when such a thing zs God's will, we are to 
enter upon it at any cost. But we may confidently 
count upon God's showing us some other reason for 
any course of action than that it is merely a hard course, 


a 
What is Character? 


* Character ‘is not a man-made affair. Yet the 
English word ‘‘character’’ does not occur in the 
Bible. And the Greek word charakiér, from which 
our English word comes, occurs there only once. The 
Holy Spirit, in telling us who the Son of God is, says 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews (1 : 3) that he is the 
express image of God's person : that is, the very image 
of God's substance, or again, the expression of God's 
substance. And the Greek word fot ‘‘ express image’’ 
is charaktér. The Greek word means an engraving 
tool; then it came to mean the figure or letters 
stamped upon that instrument; hence a mark or 
figure burned in or stamped on,—an impression ; 
then the exact expression, image, or reproduction of a 
person or thing. So Christ is the very image of God. 
And, as, the only charakiér in the Bible refers to 
Christ, who is the expression of God’s substance, so 
the only worth-while and lasting character that we can 
have is Christ. He is willing to be the literal expres- 
sion of God within us. But our natural character 
must be crucified to make way for the character that 


is Christ. ‘ 
— 


Moody and H. Clay Trumbull 


A Sunday-school without Bible study that makes 
for soul-winning is a failure. D. L. Moody knew 
that ; and H. Clay Trumbull knew it; and the two 
men, active in different fields of Christian service, 
were drawn close together in their common zeal for 
the.Lord Jesus Christ. It is a matter of no small 
gratitude to the present Editor of The Sunday School 
Times to recall that when, having considered in col- 


bd 


lege the possibility of service in the foreign mission 
field, he was led to enter upon the editorial work of 
this paper, Mr. Moody, learning of his decision, said 
emphatically to Dr. Trumbull, ‘* You tell Charley 
there isn’t a bigger missionary field in the world than 
The Sunday School Times."’ And to-day it is a mat- 
ter of no small privilege to The Sunday School Times 
to bring before its readers the announcement of the 
Trustees of The Moody Bible Institute that they wish 
to name the great Assembly Hall in the new Moody 
Memorial Building so urgently needed by the blessed 
and amazing growth of the Institute, ‘‘ Trumbull 
Hall,”’ after H. Clay Trumbull, Mr. Moody's friend 
and co-worker and from 1875 to 1903 Editor of The 
Sunday School Times. You will want to read the 
unusual statement that appears on page g2. And if 
The Sunday School Times to-day means anything to 
you in your Sunday-school life and Bible study, will 
you not at once cast your vote in expression of your 
thought as to this proposal ? 


ax 
Why Not on Top? 


We have got to be slaves to some one or some 
thing. But we can choose our slavery. If we choose 
to be the slave, or bond-servant, of the Lord’ Jesus 
Christ, we can know a life of habitual mastery in 
everything else. If we refuse to be Christ's slave, we 
shall then be the slave of a thousand-and-one other 
things. Christ wants us to know and live the life of 
constant mastery. He wants us to be masters of our 
daily work ; but how many of us are mastered by our 
work! It was an extraordinary message that Dr. 
Amos R, Wells recently spoke to the readers of The 
Sunday School Times (in the issue of January 2) tell- 
ing ‘‘ How to Keep on Top of Your Work.’’  7//s 
can be done. We are not living up to our privileges 
in Christ until it is done. A Canadian reader, thank- 
ing Dr. Wells for the message, wrote: ‘‘It's a good 
deal at times like keeping one’s head above water 
while swimming in a troubled sea. Work done on 
top is fun ; but underneath it is slavery.’’ If we are 
not on top of our work, our work is sure to be on top 
of us; and then it is not well done. If we are still 
underneath, let us start changing this to-day. We 
can do it if, in the power of Christ, we use a little of 
the wisdom of the ‘‘sons.of this world.’’ 
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The Joy of New-Found Brethren 


HE coming of Christ into the world was not sim- 
ply an event that made duty clearer, It would 
be a valuable experiment to read the Gospels 

over again just to see how his presence among mén 
unlocked their lives and thawed out their souls and 
gave them everywhere a sense of spiritual release. 
We may have read the Gospels with no other ques- 
tion in our minds than the stern question of our duty 
and how we are to do it better. Or we may use the 
gospel simply as an instrument for the culture of our 
own character, 

But often the ‘chief fault in our character is that it 
is contracted and marrow. It has no easy swing or 
genial glow, It is correct, perhaps, but it is hard. It 
may haveaccepted every duty but missed every grace. 
But Christ was different from John the Baptist, for, 
while he quickened men’s consciences he also un- 
locked their.sympathies, and often did the latter first. 
Stunted lives began to expand under the influence of 
his presence, and people whose prospects seemed to 
be over, and whose affections seemed burnt out, sud- 
denly found that they were just as alive as any one, 
and that an interest in life was still possible to them. 

‘Often,’ says one of the masters in the kingdom 
of God, ‘‘one has seen a youth, bred in narrow cir- 
cumstances, with shrunken sympathies, and great 


walls of prejudice rising up on every side. But one 
day he makes a friend, with big and generous soul, 
,and eager hopes for the world of men and women ; 
then by means of talk, exchange of books, and visits 
to each other’s home, the stunted soul begins to grow 
and push out new roots and tendrils, and soon old 
acquaintances would not know him for the same man. 
Enlargement of heart has come in a nobler fellow- 
ship. Who-does not see in this a parable of the 
friendship of Jesus ?’’ 

It is one thing to read the Gospels in order to col- 
lect and systematize out of them His teachings, but it 
is another thing to draw near to them because our 
hearts have been cold and dead, or our interest in our 
fellow-men slackened and difficult, and when we 
are preoccupied with ourselves, and find that he 
can draw us out of all that. A system may be drawn 
out from Jesus’ teachings, but he was not very sys- 
tematic in his way of getting hold of men’s hearts. 
Yet we see one life after another drawn out of itself. 
Zacchzeus and Matthew, Mary Magdalene and the 
woman who followed him into Simon's house, and the 
woman at the well, exhibit better than direct instruc- 
tions what Jesus came to do. 

No system of theology, no plan of salvation, can 
ever take the place of fellowship with the living, con- 
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crete episodes in which Jesus took hold of men’s lives 
and drew them, by some magic they themselves little 
enough understood, out of their self-absorption, their 
melancholy and remorse, into a real life with their 
fellow-men. Much of our failure comes from rele- 
gatirg to those who work in slums and mission halls 
the stories in which Christ meets with sinful men, 
George Matheson, who was at home in the heights of 
the Christian doctrine, would come back to the story 
of Jesus eating with publicans and sinners, and say 
that this was the real wonder of it all, that he and 
they could be brought into accord and friendship. 

Boyd Carpenter has recentiy spoken of how indi- 
rectly Jesus saved men from their sins, He found 
men grown cold and suspicious toward God, Some 
were living wholly on the defensive; others had, 
through long ostracism, become hard and defiant. 
Disappointment over life had dwarfed many a human 
soul. Conventicnal religion had made some to go on 
in a groove from which there seemed no escape. The 
times they lived in, the disorder, the unsettlement, 
the wars, and the poverty, all had taken their toll of 
the human heart, and Jesus had to attract it and draw 
it forth again, He came not simply to nail certain 
sins, but to offer a new atmosphere to human hearts, 

Sometimes after years of even Christian fellowship 
and service, we find that we are once again cramped 
in our affections. Christian work has grown old, and 
- perhaps formal. We are less interested in our fellow- 
men, We have found many to whom we feel perma- 
nently attached, but we shrink, perhaps, from the costs 
of attaching ourselves to new ones. Life all around 
us calls for sympathy, and the challenge is often pain- 
ful, for it seems to come to faculties no longer capable 
of it. Our hopes for men are less eager. The sym- 
pathies are beginning to contract, and that in the 
spiritual life is what the hardening of the arteries is 
in the physical life. 

And the beauty of it is that all that can be done 
away with in the life that is always willing to set be- 
fore itself anew the person of Jesus Christ. He is 
able to make us see our fellow-men differently. Otten 
that is the thing we need most. Christ sometimes 
comes to the heart that has had it all settled about 
one’s fellow-men, and gives it a new view of them. It 
has had its preconceptions about them ; it has had 
them all judged and labeled ; and then all these pre- 
conceptions fail. A man who liked just certain kinds 
of people, and was utterly indifferent to any of a dif- 
ferent type, and did not think they were worth culti- 
vating, was thrown with a man of a wholly different 
class, and said that to his surprise he found himself 
liking him, ‘Three years ago I should have had no 
interest in him,’’ 

** We know that we have passed out of death into 
life, because we love the brethren,’’ said John, who 
had at one time found certain kinds of people utterly 
unendurable. _ Now he saw men in a new light. So 
it is with us. Sometimes Christ touches our hearts 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 
Our God and Father: We come to-day to enlist. No 
camp-followers. 











with his great, open, ungrudging fellowship, and sud- 
denly there is opened to us such a view of our fellow- 
men as changes them altogether. The things that 
annoyed us in them seem trivial compared with all 
that we find in them of excellence and possibility. So 
long.as we judged them just by their relation to our- 
selves we could make no headway with them. If we 
inquired solely whether they could accept our creed, 
or be squared with our system of doctrine, or be made 
an asset in the church, we had to turn away from one 
after another and admit that it was very unlikely. We 
thought it a waste of time to do much fur them unless 
sooner or later they were going to prove of profit to 
the Christian institution we loved best. 

Looking at men only from the standpoint of Chris- 
tian institutions and how they square with them we 
must always be disappointed, and the churchman 
often has the gloomiest possible views of his fellow- 
men. Dr. Parkhurst said within a few years that he 
had learned that it was no influence of Christ's that 
made him take cheerless and hopeless views ot his 
fellows. President Franklin Carter, of Williams Col- 
lege, said that the last time Phillips Brooks visited 
him it seemed to him that Brooks no longer saw much 
difference between men. His heart went out to all of 
them. All of them needed the Father, and all of 
them were capable of being won, 

It is weary business this having our hearts shut 
away from our fellow-men, and very often it is this 
which has been lowering our tone and depleting our 
spirit. The coldest of men may talk easily about the 
brotherhood of man as if it were.to be achieved any 
moment one will address himself to.the task;: but we 
know too well that this is no easy matter. But Christ 
may touch us when we are most dry, most uninter- 
ested in our fellows, most bored and repelled by them, 
and when we feel his personal love and patience 
breaking down the barriers between ourselves and 
him we experience the rush of a new interest in our 
fellow-men. It is only when we know afresh that 
Christ feels that way toward us that we begin to feel 
hopeful about everybody. Often we may trace our 
dereliction and our spiritual failure to this—that slowly 
and secretly we have been living to ourselves and for- 
getten our brethren. 





Shall We Fear the Cross? 


We have used the ‘‘ White Gifts’ service both this 
Christmas and a year ago. This year, on the program 
and on the outside of the gift envelope there was printed 
across. One of the members of our church took decided 
objection to it, saying he hoped it would never occur 
again. He characterized it as introducing the thin edge of 
Romanism, using the symbol of the Roman Catholic 
Church. He thought it had a tendency to make it easier 
for the children to become Roman Catholic. ‘That thus 
familiarizing them in youth left an impress on their young 
minds in that direction. Kindly give your opinion.—AN 
ONTARIO READER. 


We must avoid making the cross a talisman. It 
can be used or looked upon in a superstitious way. 
That is the way in which the apostate Israelites 
looked upon the ark of God when they carried it into 
battle with the Philistines and expected victory. 
Their defeat was a rebuke to superstition. Satan 
would like only too well to lead all Christians into 
the same mistake and sin concerning the cross of his 
undef€atable Conqueror Christ. That Satan has ac- 
complished this to a large extent in the Roman Cath- 
olic Church is beyond question. 

But we must not let the danger of superstition, and 
the tragic sin and failure of the Roman Catholic 
Church, rob us of the cross.- ‘‘The word of the 
cross'’ is to some ‘‘ foolishness ; but unto us who are 
saved it is the power of God.'’ The cross is the place 





where, through Christ, our eternal death was turned 
into eternal life. Christ there both paid the penalty 


and broke the power of our sin. No wonder, then, 
that the cross is the most precious sign and symbol 
in the universe to a child of God. If we and our, 
children prayerfully ask God to keep us from wor- 
shiping the symbol instead of worshiping Him who 
died that we might live, we need not fear to see and 
use that which reminds us of his love, 


Pg 
What Are Amusements For? 


I am a voung teacher in a small place, where practically 
the only amusements are card-plaving and dancing—both 
in public places. I have been brought up to believe that 
it is not best to indulge in such amusements, but here it 
is hard not to. I would be glad to know vour opinion of 
these amusements. —A WISCONSIN READER. 


We need amusements in life. We ought not to try 
to get along without them. But what are amusements 
for? They are for re-creation : they.should re-create 
our strength, mental and physical; and they should 
do this in a way that harms no one. They are not 
the chief business of life ; they have a place in life in 
order.that we may turn from them better able to do 
our best. 

There are plenty of amusements that fulfil: these 
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conditions, But card playing and dancing are not 
among them. Card playing, while perhaps innocent 
in itself, has two objections. It is a game of chance, 
Skill enters into it also. But chance is a chief factor 
in the game ; and card playing tends to place an un- 
healthy emphasis upon chance as a factor in life, 
Moreover, card playing has associations that are de- 
moralizing. Itis a game that, while played in all 
classes of society, is peculiarly appropriated by the 
most disreputable. It would surprise everybody to 
see such men as D. L. Moody, or J. Wilbur Chap- 
man, or Billy Sunday, or John G, Paton, or Robert E. 
Speer, playing a game of cards, Are the card play- 
ers in any Community conspicuous for their active, 
evangelistic Christian service ? 

Dancing is openly disreputable, It sanctions phy- 
sical liberties between men and women that would not 
be tolerated under any other circumstances. It would 
at once lose its grip on society if there were no danc- 
ing between the sexes,—men dancing only with men, 
and women only with women. Can we imagine our 
Lord Jesus Christ, while on earth as a man, dancing? 

‘* But here it is hard not to,’’ says the Wisconsin 
reader. There are other places in North America of 
which that is true, There is no place on earth to-day 
where it is not hard to live the out-and-out Christian 
life. Until, that is, Christ has been received as our 
whole life. Then he makes it easy. 

As showing how strongly some Christian people feel 
about these border-line amusements, a letter from an 
ae pastor of the M. E. Church, South, is signi- 

cant : ; 


In Dr. Stough’s book, ‘* Across the Dead Line. of Amuse- 
ments"’ [Revell, 75 cents net], there are several cases 
cited where social card-playing has been prosecuted, and 
the court has held that the game is just as demoralizing, 
and the parties just as punishable, whether the prize is put 
up by the players or by the hostess. It seems that the 
‘Texas law comprehends social card playing as a purpose 
to gamble, and makes it a misdemeanor for a card game 
to be played twice in the same house. In our chutch a 
condition of membership ‘is that the candidate renounce 
the vain —, and glory of the world and the carnal de- 
sires of the flesh so that he will not follow or be led by 
them. This has been interpreted over and again to 
signify all forms of worldly amusement which have a de- 
batable recognition. Hence for a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, to indulge in card playing 
is a matter of perjury, and perjury is a graver offense even 
than gambling. a 


ma 
Whom Does God Love ? 


In ‘ The Lesson Pilot’’ of the ‘Times of January 2 occurs 
this question: ‘‘Which kind of people does God love, 
those'who do right or those who do wrong? (You can 
surprise some of your class by the answer. )’’ 

I asked this question in my Bible class of adults, and 
they were surprised that I should ask sucn a question. 
They all said, ‘*Those who dorright."’ I tried somewhat 
to present the other view, by referring to the lost sheep 
and prodigal parables, but with no success, 

I would like to be enlightened as to just what the writer 
meant to convey, and, if he takes the negative view, will 
he state his reasons ?—A FLORIDA READER. 


Was the world doing right or wrong when ‘‘ God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, 
but have eternal life’’ ?) Which of her children does 
a true mother love, the children who do right or the 
children who do wrong? Orwhen does a true mother 
love a certain child: when that child is doing right 
or when it is doing wrong? When did the father in 
our Lord's parable of the two sons love the prodigal 
son; the day that the prodigal was seen ‘‘ yet afar 
off’’ returning, or the day before he returned? Did 
the father lose his love for that younger son when the 
boy wrongly and selfishly took all of his own portion 
and went away from the father into a far country? 
Did the father in that parable love or hate the selfish, 
proud, unloving elder son as the father said, ‘‘ Son, 
thou art ever with me, and all that is mineis thine’’ ? 
If God loved only those who are doing right, what 
hope would there be for a single unsaved man, wo- 
man, or child in the world to-day? And what hope 
would there be for Christians when they do wrong ? 

The-word ‘‘ grace’’ is the reason for believing that 
God loves both those who do wrong and those who 
do right. Grace means God’s undeserved favor, 
‘« Law blesses the good; grace saves the bad,’’—and 
‘Ye are not under law, but under grace’’ (Rom. 6: 
14). As wrong-doers we were dead through our tres- 
passes and sins; ‘* but God, being rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive to- 
gether with Christ (by grace have ye been saved)"’ 
(Eph. 2:1, 4, 5). 

«What then? shall we sin, because we are not 
under law, but under grace? God forbid’’ (Rom, 
6 : 15). 








LESSON FOR FEB. 21 (1 Sam. ¢ : 1-18) 
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Studying the Second Coming for Yourself 


How to discover what the Scriptures say about our Lord’s Return, By James M. Gray, D. vay Annrgae 


and why every Christian should study it for himself 








O TELL the readers of The Sunday School Times 
how to study the truth of the Second Coming of 
Christ on their own account, and to tell them 

in a single brie article, is the task which the Editor 
sets before me. He would have me show them how 
they niay do their own Bible study in this field with- 
out being bewildered and confused by the tremendous 
range of Scripture. He thinks they are likely to read 
too many books and articles about our Lord's return 
and the Millennial kingdom, and too little of God's 
own Word on these subjects. 


What to Do 

Take your Bible, therefore, and begin at the first 
promise of the Redeemer, Genesis 3:15. The seed 
of the woman spoken of in that verse refers to our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was to come into the world to 
destroy Satan and to put away sin (Heb. 2 : 14-16). 

For two thousand years, more or less, nothing fur- 
ther is recorded of this Promised One until. the all 
of Abram, where we learn that he was to come in the 
line of that patriarch, Read Genesis 12: 1-7 ; 13: 
14-17; 1§ : 1-21, and note the different promises to 
Abraham and his seed. 

‘Two hundred and fifty years later he is pointed out 
again in Jacob’s prophecy as coming in the tribe of 
Judah, the great grandson of Abraham (Gen. 49 : 10). 

More than five hundred years later, David, the son 
of Jesse, offspring of Judah, is on the throne of Israel, 
and the promise is once more repeated. The Coming 
One is to be his son, and his kingdom is to be estab- 
lished forever (2 Sam. 7 : 12-16). 

A thousand years elapse before he comes, low- 
ever, and in the meantime all the inspired bards and 
seers refer to him. We cannot quote them all, but 
look at the eleventh chapter of Isaiah, who wrote 
about three hundred years after David. , Here. is. the 
genealogy of the Promised One, ‘‘a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse’’ ; his divine anointing, ‘‘ the Spirit of 
the Lord shall rest upon him’’; his character und 
power, ‘‘of quick understanding in the fear of the 
Lord,’’ ‘‘with righteousness shall he judge the 
poor,’’ ‘‘ with the breath of his lips shall he slay the 
wicked.’’ Here is a foregleam of the results of his 
coming, ‘‘ the wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,”’ 
‘*they shall not hurt nor destray,’’. ‘‘ the. earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord.’’ 

But compare with this Isaiah 53: Here the same 
One is referred to at his coming, but ‘‘he is despised 
and rejected of men,’’ ‘‘cut off out of the. land of the 
living,’’ ‘*he made his grave with the wicked.’’ 
How are these inharmonies or contradictions to be 
explained ? The Jews to whose nation he especially 
came stumble at them to this day. But the New 


Testament explains them in the Saviour who came to 


suffer first and to reign afterward (Luke 24 : 25-27 ; 
Acts 17: 1-3 ; 1 Peter 1: 10, 11). 

‘At last he comes! (Luke 1 : 30-33.) This is he, 
Jesus, the Son of Mary, to whom shalk be given ‘* the 
throne of his Father, David, ... 
there shall be no end.’’ But alas! ‘* He came unto 
his own, and his own received him not’’ (John 1 : 
11). Heis now the nobleman who must go into a 
far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and Zo 
return (Luke 19 : 11-27). He predicts this return in 
Matthew 24. Verses 4-14 of that chapter give an 


outline history of events between his departure and: 


his return. Verses 15-28 describe a crisis in Jerusa- 


lem at the time of his return (Dan. 9 : 24-27, and 2 
. Thess. 2 : 3-10 will throw light upon it). 


Verses 29- 
31 depict his actual return. 

Now turn to Acts 1: 6-11. He has risen from the 
dead, ‘but he is not to restore the kingdom ‘to Israel 
‘‘at this time.’’ He ascends into heaven, but ‘this 
same Jesus... shall so comein like manner as ye 
have seen him go.'". In the meantime the gospel ‘is 
being preached to Gentiles as well as to Jews ; the 
Church, considered as the body of Christ, is being 
formed and developed, and the Jewish Christians 
cannot understand it. What about the kingdom that 
was to be set up in Israel ? they ask ; and have the 
Old Testament promises failed ? 

Turn to Acts 15 : 13-17 for an answer to this in- 
quiry. What God is now doing—that is, in this 
dispensation—is the taking out of the Gentiles a -peo- 
ple for his name-;in other words; he is. calling out 
the church. But “after this’’ —that. is, after~-the 


and of his kingdom ' 


' It is better to go straight to the Bible for informa- 
tion on the facts connected with our Lord’s return 
to this earth, than to take those facts from any man. 
Many have wanted to do this, but haven’t known 
how,—the Bible is a bewilderingly big book. Did 
you know that two dozen passages of Scripture, 
most of them but a few verses in length, give in 
broad outline the truth concerning our Lord’s first 
and second advents? Dean Gray points out this 
wonderful highway through the Word, and tells 

why Christians ought to be familiar with it. 








church has been called out—he ‘will return, and 
will ‘build again the tabernacle of David,’’ which 
means that he will then restore the kingdom. 

1 Thessalonians 4 : 13-18 is our next stopping- 
place, where we learn that the church when com- 
pleted will be ‘caught up... to meet the Lord in 
the air."’ Doubtless an interval elapses after this, 
how long. or how. short we do not know ; and then 
Isaiah 11 : 4, last part, is to be fulfilled in accordance 
with the teaching of 2 Thessalonians 2 ;: 1-10. 

The book of Revelation, chapters 4-18 inclusive, 
gives a detailed account.in symbolic language of the 
tribulation of Israel and the judgments falling upon 
the nations of the earth during this interval, while 
chapter 19 shows the Lord actually coming at its 
close, in accordance with Matthew 24 : 29-31. . Reve- 
lation 20 : 1-6 is a revelation of the Millennial age to 
follow, when the blessings of Isaiah 11 : 3-9 will be 
realized on earth while the church is in the air, with 
Christ, reigning over the earth. The remainder of 
the ‘chapter and of the book tells the story of the gen- 
eral judgment that follows the Millennium, and the 
coming in of the new heaven and the new earth, 


How to do It 

My advice is for you carefully to read and ponder 
these passages of Scripture in their order and in the 
light of their contexts. Familiarize yourself with them 
as thoroughly as possible. Ifneed be, memorize them ; 
they are not many, and the task would not be difficult. 
Mingle the exercise with prayer, for only the Holy 
Spirit who caused this Holy Word to be written can 
reveal it to our understanding. (Read again 1 Peter 
I :; 30-12, and also 1 Corinthians 2 : 9-11, and 
Ephesians 1 : 15-18, to be impressed with this). 

As you proceed, countless inquiries will arise de- 
manding answer, and difficulties requiring solution ; 
but be patient. Do not get side-tracked by details, 
Be instructed by the story of the farmer's dog. He 
went to market with his master, and returned so ex- 
hausted that he fell panting on the rug before the 
kitchen fire. . His mistress expostulated with her hus- 
band for permitting the poor animal to go so far or to 
run so fast. But he replied that it was not the jour- 
ney that wearied him but the amount of zigzagging 
that he did. He jumped over every fence and ran 
down every lane where he saw another dog. Had he 
minded his business and kept steadily on his course 
he would have been all right. So I advise you to mas- 
ter this outline study first, for the more you ponder the 
subject and the deeper you delve into it, the more 
convinced will you be that within this outline the whole 
of it is contained. This discovery itself is a great 
achievement, and it will communicate to you a sense 
of mastery, a quiet poise of heart and mind in further 
study, that may.save you from the snares of dangerous 
speculation and fanaticism into which not a few imma- 
ture students of prophecy have fallen, 


A Few Suggested Helps 

Nothing has been said as yet about helpful books 
other than the Bible, because you should first see the 
truth in its setting there. But after that let me recom- 
mend the foot-notes and the introductions to the dif- 
ferent books in the Scofield Reference Bible. Take 
each passage indicated above by itself and in its order, 
and note what the Scofield Bible says about it or about 
its: context. 

“Fhen you will need light concerning God's purpose 
in: the call and history of Israel, and I would name 
two books : ‘‘Israel My Glory,’’ by John Wilkinson 
(Revell, $1.25),and ‘The Jewish Question,"’ by A. 
C.- Gaebelein (Gaebelein, 75 cents). 

On the generalstudy of prophecy I would name, 


**God’s Revelation of Himself to Men,"’ by S. J. An- 
drews (Putnam $2); ‘‘ Rightly Dividing the Word of 
Truth,”’ by C. I. Scofield (C, C. Cook, 15 cents) ; and 
‘«The Harmony of the Prophetic Word,’’ by A. C.. 
Gaebelein (Revell, $1). : 

Coming to the New Testament, Gaebelein’s brochure 
entitled, ‘‘The Olivet Discourse’’ (Matt. 24-25), is 
the best of its size that I recall (Gaebelein, 456 Fourth 
Avenue, New York, 50 cents). The difficulties as 
between First and Second Thessalonians are well 
reconciled in ‘* The Church Epistles’’ (one small vol- 
ume, by E, W. Bullinger (Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
$1.75). Revelation has been much commented on, 
but there are three single volumes on that book by 
different authors, that I should like to name: 
‘«Thoughts on the Apocalypse,’’ by B. W. Newton 
pee ge & Sons, London, $2); ‘*The Day of the 

rd,"’ by E. W. Bullinger (Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
New York, $2.50); and ‘‘The Apocalypse of Jesus 
Christ,’ by W. W. Mead (W. W. Mead, 195 Broad- 
way, New York, $1). When we come to the study of 
Revelation there are two points on which there is a 
difference of view among those who look to Christ's: 
coming as ushering in the millennium. One is as to 
whether the church will pass through the tribulation 
or be translated before it comes to pass; the other, 
whether chapter 18 refers figuratively to the city of 
Rome, or literally to a restored city of Babylon on. the 
old site. I have formed opinions on both subjects, but 
believe the books named state both sides very clearly. , 

There is another class of books I ought to speak 
about. For example, should you wish to study the, 
whole Bible from the dispensational point of view, 
and see each book in its relation to the other books, 
then the writer's ‘‘ Synthetic Bible Studies’’ (Revell, 
$1.50) would be desirable, and the Editor has asked 
that it be mentioned, Perhaps as a preparation 
for it and to get into the spirit of its method, you 
might first read the less expensive little book, ‘‘ How, 
to Master the English Bible’’ (Bible Colportage Asso-. 
ciation, Chicago, 40 cents) ; or it may be that you wish 
only to focus your study on the actual fact of the Lord's 
second advent, in which case by all means get W. E,. 
Blackstone's ‘‘ Jesus is Coming’’ (Revell, 25 cents ; 
paper,15 cents). If you would be interested in the very 
latest word on the subject, the published report of the. 
International Prophetic Conference held at Chicago 
last February is suggested, ‘‘ The Coming and King- 
dom of Christ’’ (Bible Institute Colportage Associa- 
tion, cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents). Finally, if you 
would have modern events interpreted to you in the 
light of the Lord’s coming, secure ‘‘ Christianity and 
Anti-Christianity,’’ by S. J. Andrews (Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, $1.50). 


Why is It Worth While ? 

And here is a word for those who want books, but 
have no money to put into them. Send a postal card 
to Mr. Fred Kelker, Harrisburg, Pa., and tell him. 
your need. He is a man of God who has a ministry 
to provide inexpensive books and pamphlets for the 
Lord’s people who would make good use of them, but 
cannot afford them. He has published two or three 
small books by the Rev. W. L. Pettingill, of Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, that are: in line with what this article 
has been teaching. One is ‘‘Simple Studies in 
Matthew,’’ another, ‘‘Simple Studies in Revelation,"’ 
and a third, ‘‘Israel, Jehovah’s Covenant People.’’ 

Any of the books named above, other than the last 
three, are obtainable through the regular booksellers 
or through The Sunday School Times. Otherwise 
communicate with The Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, 826 North LaSalle Street Chicago, 1 

Why is it worth while to study the Second Coming 
of our Lord for yourself? 

I. It is a pre-eminent doctrine of the New Testament, 
referred to no less than.three hundred times; whichis an 
emphasis laid on no other single doctrine except it be that 
of our redemption through the sacrificial death of Christ. 

2. It is used by the Iloly Spirit as the incentive to prac- 

1 Of course the recommendation of these books does not carry with 
it an endorsement of every word they say, or of every interpretation 
of Scripture they contain. Neither does it endorse the views their 
authors may hold on some other subjects or some other books of the 
Bible, nor the spirit in which they may sometimes express their dissent 
from those who differ with them. And most of all, it does not imply 
that no other books can be named that will cover the different subjects 
as well as, or even better than, they; but only that if they are read 


and studied in their place they will help to give the reader a mastery 
of this subject 
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tically every Christian virtue or grace named in the New 
Testament. 

It is the key to the understanding of the whole Bible, 
expecta the Prophets and the Psalms. 

It iHuminates as nothing else is able to do the dark 
ons perilous times in which we are now living. 

It feeds and satisfies as does no other doctrine the 
love of the regenerated heart for the person of our Lord 
and Saviour, whom we desire to look upon, when we shall 
be like him. 

6. It is associated with the consummation of our salva- 
tion in the resurrection and glorifying of our bodies, and 
our entrance upon those rewards of grace which He hath 
promised to them that love Him, 
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7. It is not only the hope of the church, but the only 
relief to the world from the dominance of sin, because it will 
establish the Kingdom of God on the earth, and bring in 
everlasting righteousness. 


8. It is the time of Christ’s meduifietatiove to all men, 


the overthrow of his enemies, and the final triumph of his 
holy cause, 

Every one of these eight facts is capable of abun- 
dant substantiation in Holy Scripture, and they lay 
upon Christians everywhere an obligation to be intel- 
ligent in this truth, the seriousness of which can not 
be estimated, 

CHICAGO, 
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A careless touch, and a man died. The ark’s presence in battle was no assurance 


of victory to Israel. 


What did it all mean? What were the living truths embodied 


in the sacred symbols of the ark of the covenant? And what has the church to-day 
that takes the place of the ark? 


HE ark was a chest of acacia wood overlaid with 
gold within and without ; its length nearly four 
feet, its height and width a little more than two 

feet. In it were preserved the two tables of stone on 
which was written the law of the Ten Commandments. 
Its lid, or cover, was a plate of gold, at each end of 
which was a cherub of gold inseparable from it 
(Exod. 25 : 10-12). 

In considering the significance or symbolism of the 
ark it is very suggestive that of all the parts of the 
tabernacle and its furniture the ark was the first arti- 
cle of all the Lord commanded Moses to make. It 
was the soul around which grew the tabernacle with 
all its parts and functions. 


‘¢ The soul is form and doth the body make.”’ 


The chief and all-cortaining truth concerning the 
ark itself was that it should be the place and pledge 
of the presence of God ; the place of the revelation 
and communication of his will. ‘‘ There I will meet 
with thee, and I will commune [speak] with thee 
from above the mercy-seat, from between the two 
cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, 
of all things which I will give thee in commandment 
unto the children of Israel.’’ 

It was there his holiness and justice and his fixed 
will for man were expressed by the tables of stone 
within the ark. It was the ‘ark of the testimony,”’ 
the mute witness to which Jehovah could ever appeal; 
it was ‘the ark of the covenant’’ that Jehovah and 
Israel had made, wherein were the tables of the cove- 
nant, obedience to which brought blessing, disobedi- 
ence curse, 

By the cover of the ark, the ‘‘mercy-seat,’’ the 
place of covering sin, the propitiatory, on which the 
atoning blood was sprinkled, covering all violations 
of the holy law and the guilt of the sinner, the Lord 
made known his mercy and grace ; and by the cheru- 
bim he revealed his unapproachable majesty and 
sovereign power. 

The cherubim are in all the Scriptures associated 
with the throne of God. Whatever other symbolic 
import their presence in the varicus representations 
from the gate of Eden to the throne-scene of the 
Apocalypse may have, it is evident that they are 
guardians, protectors, bearers of the throne, and ex- 
ecutors of the holy, sovereign wili of God. 

They are also related to his worship. In Eden they 
not only keep the way of the tree of life, but also face 
the altar of the sacrifice of Adam and Abel. In the 
tabernacle they overshadow and look down on the 
mercy-seat ; as is said of the angels, ‘‘into which 
things angels long to stoop and look’’; in the Temple 
of Solomon they appear in majestic form on each side 
of the ark; in the Visions of Ezekiel they are the 
bearers of the throne, and in those of John they are 
*¢the living creatures’’ which surround the throne. 

From the day of Eden on they have to do with 
both redemption and government, with the mercy- 
seat and the cloud of glory. They worship God and 
they execute his will ; they praise him and they sum- 
mon the dire messengers when the seals are opened, 
and one of them gives to the seven angels ‘the 
seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who 
liveth for ever and ever.’” And thus in Israel's day 
the cherubim were inseparable from the throne of 
God, from its majesty and power, from its executions 


of vengeance on the enemiés of God, and from its 
deliverance of his people. 

The ark thus became the throne of Jehovah, the 
God of Israel. In contrast with such a royal throne 
Jeremiah the prophet predicts how in a later day 
Israel ‘‘ shall say no more, The ark of the covenant 
of Jehovah ; neither shall it come to mind ; neither 
shall they remember it; neither shall they miss it ; 
neither shall it be made [restored] any more. At 
that time they shall call Jerusalem, the throne of Je- 
hovah ; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, 
to the name of Jehovah, to Jerusalem’ (Jer. 3 : 16,17). 

But until then there is for the saints now the anti- 
tvpe, ‘the throne of grace’’ of a ‘‘ better covenant,’ 
to which they can boldly draw near to receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need (Heb 4: 16). 

But more than all these moveless ‘symbols of divine 
holiness, mercy, and majesty was the cloud ofthe 
glory which in a special personal manner betokened the 
presence of Jehovah. ‘‘I will appear in the cloud 
upon the mercy-seat.’” The ‘‘glory’’ was insepar- 
able from that presence : it became the very synonym 
of Jehovah himself: “they provoked the eyes of his 
glory’’ (Isa. 3 : 8). : 

In brief, whatever view is taken of the tabernacle, 
the ark was the heart and center of all. The taber- 
nacle had four special relations to Jehovah, It was 
the sanctuary of Jehovah as the God of Israel ; the 
house of Jehovah as the Father of Israel ; the palace 
of Jehovah as the King of Israel ; the pavilion of Jeho- 
vah as the Prince and Leader of Israel; but in all 
these dignities and offices the ark was his dwelling- 
place, where he made known his will and commands 
and purposes to Israel his ‘‘elect.’’ 

It is to Jehovah as the Prince and Captain of the 
host of Israel that the presence of the ark in the 
battle with the Philistines has special relation. The 
ark was in the march of the host the symbol of the 
commander-in-chief. ‘‘The ark of the covenant of 
Jehovah went before them three days’ journey, to 
seek out a resting-place for them. And the cloud of 
Jehovah was over them by day, when they set for- 
ward from the camp, And it came to pass, when 
they set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, O Jeho- 
vah, and let thine enemies be scattered ; and let them 
that hate thee flee before thee. And when it rested, 
he said, Return, O Jehovah, unto the ten thousands 
of the thousands of Israel’’ (Num. Io : 33-36). 


T THE passing through Jordan ‘Joshua spake 
unto the priests, saying, Take up the ark of the 
covenant, and pass over before the people.’’ 

But when Israel in self-will presumed to enter the 
land and were routed by Amalek, Moses said to them, 
‘« Because ye are turned back from following Jehovah, 
therefore Jehovah will not be with you’’; and ‘the 
ark of the covenant of Jehovah, and Moses, departed 
not out of the camp’’ (Num, 14 : 36-45). 

And so also in a later day the complaint of the 
Psalmist is, ‘‘But now thou hast cast us off, and 


brought us to dishonor, And goest not forth with. our, 


hosts’’ (Psa. 44:9, 10). It was thus in Eli's days. 
The sins and impenitence of priests and people caused 
Jehovah to hide his face from Israel. ‘‘The word of 
Jehovah was precious in those days ; there was no fre- 
quent vision."’ 

The elders and all had sunk into such a depth of 
unbelief and superstition that they thought the mere 
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bringing of a dumb, dead thing like the ark into the 
camp would insure them a victory over their enemies. 

The elders acknowledged that Jehovah had smitten 
them, but they confessed not their sins nor cleansed 
themselves from idolatry and all iniquity. They 
trusted in an external act of religion ; in ‘‘a hollow 
form with empty hands’’; and they ‘‘knew not that 
Jehovah was departed’’ from them. 

In contrast with all this ignorance and superstition 
and unbelief is shown the act of David when he 
**arose, and went with all the people that were with 
him, from Baale-judah, to bring up from thence the 
ark of God, which is called by the Name, even the 
name of Jehovah of hosts that sitteth above the 
cherubim’’ (2 Sam. 6 : 2). 

He knew, as Moses was shown, that the ark of Jeho- 
vah was the soul of the life of the nation ; the center 
of its religious and political unity ; and that his own 
throne as of the under-king of Jehovah was but a 
usurpation and ignoring of the throne of Jehovah sit- 
ting between the cherubim in the majestic glory, if he 
made not this humble, grateful acknowledgment to 
the Lord who had taken him from the sheepfold to 
rule his people Israel. David was a man after the 
Lord's own heart in that he waited on the Lord to re- 
veal his will and give him the command to do his 
will, Therefore he ‘‘ sat before the Lord’’ to receive 
from him within the veil upon the mercy-seat the 
** word of the Lord.”’ 

It is also to be remarked how strangely slow and 
gradual was the understanding of king and priest and 
people through the days of Saul and of David to this 
time in that they observed not the proper and long 
revealed manner of carrying the ark of God. Stum- 
bling oxen and a smitten Uzzah must waken in them 
the sense of a holy and Almighty God who was able 
to take care of his own ark, and who must remind 
them thereby of the commandments concerning the 
ark once given to the priests through Moses. 


UT it was David who became the ideal king, with 
. whom all his successors were compared as those 
who did or did not ‘‘as their father David."’ 

He thoroughly knew that he was but the under-king 

of Jehovah, that Jehovah was the God and Father of 

Israel, and that from Jehovah as the leader of Israel he 

must receive the word of command to go out against the 

enemies of Jehovah and Israel. And a great memo- 

rial of David is the psalm sung by pilgrims on the 
way to Zion, which repeats again the words: 


** Arise, O Jehovah, into thy resting-place, 
Thou, and the ark of thy strength ’’ (Psa.. 132). 


At last after the centuries of alternate apostasies 
and brief reformations the time came for Jehovah to 
fulfil his threatenings, and the tribes were carried 
into Captivity into all lands; and the once imperial 
scepter of David and of Solomon passed into the 
hands of Gentile rulers, and the ‘‘times of the Gen- 
tiles’? began, At the destruction of city and temple 
the sacred vessels are carried away to Babylon, but 
neither then nor later at the return is mention made 
of the ark. It has been fabled that the ark is hidden 
in some underground room of the temple mount, but 
doubtless it has forever disappeared ; the type has 
given way to the antitype. That antitype is Christ. 
As the true ark he alone could say: 


** T delight to do thy will, O my God, 
Yea, thy law is within my heart.’’ 


The wood of the ark, deemed incorruptible, spoke 
of his humanity, the gold of his divinity. The pres- 
ence of God is inseparable from him. He alone has 
declared God; he is the revelation, the Word of God 
in his holiness, righteousness, mercy, and majesty. 
He is the glory of God, in the manifestation of the 
Life, the Light, the Love of God; and in ‘‘ the age to 
come”’ he will reveal the kingly glory, and the majesty 
and power of God will shine forth between the Cheru- 
bim ‘‘thy salvation among all nations ’’ (Psa. 67; 
Ezek., ‘‘ the glory of Jehovah ’’). 

Likewise, the golden cover of the ark on which the 
atoning blood was sprinkled the apostle by divine 
inspiration declared to be ‘‘ Christ Jesus whom God 
set forth a propitiatory [mercy — through faith, in 
his blood’’ (Rom. 3 : 25, marg.; Heb. g : 5). 

And finally he is the princely leader of the host of 
God, the Captain of their’ salvation, the enthroned 
King sending forth ministering spirits in their behalf. 

Apart from him and the Holy Spirit he sent forth 
there is no unity of ‘‘the body the church,’’ no 
organized power to withstand the hosts of the evil 
one, no ‘‘army. of the living God.’’ In vain is dead 
rite and ceremony, in vain is dependence on dumb 
form and show, when the Lord goes not forth before 
his people; when ‘the glory is departed,’’ 
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Glimpses of the extension work among business women 
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By Philip E. Howard 








HILE the crowds are streaming into the taber- 
nacle, the streams of influence, of which that 
great building is the most notable outward 

sign, are flowing out over the city, guided into chan- 
nels that have long been dry. It is all like the rising 
flood of the Nile, bringing life wherever it goes to 
thirsty soil. 

What the women of the Sunday Party and the 
women of Philadelphia are doing to open those chan- 
nels is a story that shows how God can work through 
those who will put themselves at his disposal. 

From the platform of a downtown church's parish 
building a little dynamo of a woman is giving the 
straight gospel to a crowd of girls from the near-by 
business houses, It is a crowd that comes in relays, 
according to the noonings of the various establish- 
ments.’ From eleven or eleven-thirty until two they 
come and go as they please. In the basement a 
substantial lunch is served to them for five cents, by a 
committee of women from many churches, 

It is Miss Frances E. Miller who is speaking,— 
speaking straight to the hearts of these girls. Miss 
Miller has been with the Sunday Party for about ten 
years, and has charge of the extension work for busi- 
ness women. She calls on them for testimony. She 
gets it. One from a business college has broken 
through the barriers that hinder personal soul-win- 


‘ning, and in a choking voice tells of having just led 


four of her Sunday-school class to Christ. Another 
can hardly find time to tell of the spirit now moving 
among the girls where she works in a wholesale mil- 
linery house. 

About a thousand girls have been in and out in the 
three hours. Miss Miller has been pressing home 
upon them the truths of abiding in Christ, and how 
these girls can pray when they are asked! — 

A like scene is witnessed in another downtown 
church, where Miss Kinney, of the Sunday Party, is 
speaking. Another thousand hear the gospel there, 
are urged to do personal work, are asked for testi- 
mony. The crowds come and go so silently, so hap- 
pily;-there is a tender and loving spirit, a spirit of 
resolution easily seen, too, in the faces of these girls 
as they go back to their tasks. 

Where the workers are, Christ the Worker loves to 
be. It was so in his earthly ministry ; it 
is so to-day. And now, as then, the 


show the marks of physical and spiritual anzmia, 
How much the gospel of the toiling Christ can mean 
to those who work with their hands ! 

To-day the workers—and they were a contented- 
looking crowd in the main-—trooped away to their 
tasks at the close of the service singing ‘‘I love him, 
I love him, because He first loved me.’’ And many 
could sing that song from the heart. 

For instance, take Carrie, She is no longer young 
in years. Her mother and her sister are dependent 
upon her, Sadly dependent, too, that sister, for she 
is in an asylum, where Carrie visits her twice a week. 
One day a woman of wealth and refinement attended 
a shop Bible class where Carrie was , attended it to 
be a helper to the girls. That day Carrie led in 
prayer,—a prayer that so touched the heart of the 
woman of wealth that she went away confessing that 
while she had gone there to help, she was now leaving 
with a blessing greater than any she could have 
brought to those factory girls. 

. In a great industrial city like this the opportuni- 
ties are countless. The advance preparations, espe- 
cially for work among women, were careful and 
elaborate and practical. A chairman was chosen, — 


Mrs. E. C. Grice, whose influence and consecration 


and executive ability gave her peculiar qualifications 
for such a task. Under her leadership ‘‘ The Busi- 
ness Women's Invitation Committee’’ was formed, 
including some five hundred women who were willing 
to visit stores, restaurants, laundries, hospitals, hotels, 
factories, offices, business colleges, where there are 
seventy-five or more girls, and extend the invitation 
to women employees to attend the tabernacle meet- 
ings, providing them with tickets through one or two 
representatives chosen from the women in the places 
visited. Before the Sunday Party came a canvass was 
made to find how many women were employed in the 
great. field of operation. Large buildings were in- 
cluded, and business streets were canvassed even 
when no large places were found. Mrs. Grice had a 
half dozen assistants who took charge of divisions of 
the work, and were responsible for these divisions. 

It is understood that each of these committee women 
is to regard as her own parish the business places she 
is directed to visit, and to see that personal work is 


done in them during the visit of the Sunday Party to 
the city. The key-women chosen as representatives 
within the places of employment form a Business 
Women's Council, and this meets on Tuesday even- 
ings for reports and conferences, while the Invitation 
Committee meets on Wednesday afternoon for a like 
purpose. * 

There is also a Shut-In Committee of about a hun- 
dred, composed of women who cannot get out to do 
any visiting or meeting work, but who can and will 
do the greatest work of all,—they pray for definite 
cases that are referred to them by the general workers. 

The intention of all this wonderfully thorough organ- 
ized eftort is to reach the employed women individually 
for Christ. ‘The key-women start prayer circles, do 
personal work, see that the girls are provided with 
tickets to the tabernacle, and report results to the 
Council. At the beginning of the campaign tickets 
to a rally in the First Regiment Armory were given 
out in this way ; then when thousands of women had 
gathered for this rally, the extension plans were fully 
explained, and tickets for the tabernacle were given 
in exchange for the rally tickets. Tickets given out 
at the downtown luncheons are taken up at the taber- 
nacle, and the tickets, on which the girls have written 
the name of the firm employing them, are turned over 
to the committee, thus giving the workers information 
about the numbers interested in the various offices 
and plants. ~ 

Here are just a few of the results thus far noted : A 
prayer-meeting in one of the Evans drug-stores twice 
a week, —twelve girls in the prayer group out of twen- 
ty-five employed; sixty girls in the Hotel Adelphia, 
one of the fine new hotels, have a prayer-meeting ; 
in a single department of Wanamaker’s one. girl in- 
vited others by note, and she took thirty of them to 
Miss Miller’s noon prayer-meeting; one girlin a pub- 
lishing. house is giving up her ten-minute morning 
and afternoon recess to prayer,—and now two others 
have joined her; back in the Scranton campaign some 
of the girls had to run three blocks away to meet in 
the vestibule of a church, because the other girls in the 
factory threw brooms at them when they tried to meet. 
Now it is held in the factory, with remarkable results. 
Stores are sending their girls by the hundred to the 
meetings, Gimbel’s furnishing supper 
free for about seven hundred so that they 





workers will lay aside their tasks to hear 


could go early. 


him, because he has restful and hopeful 
words for them, Factory noonings are 
not always as wholesome as they might 
be. They are different now in some Phila- 
delphia establishments.’ 

The noon recess was on in the shop. 
I found my way to one of the upper floors, 
and passed through the maze of ma- 
chinery to the end of the large, well- 
lighted room, There they were, the 
workers, some sitting on improvised seats 
among the machines, some leaning over 
work bench and mechanism, men and 
women, boys and girls, all in listening 
attitudes. They were hearing the plain 
Gospel of Salvation from sin, apd the 
messenger, Mrs. William Asher of the 
Sunday Party, was speaking in words 
that the humblest could understand. 

There was no sound in that room to 
interrupt the speaker. One by one 
others came. tiptoeing among the ma- 
chines, and were caught by the deep cur- 
rent of interest and held there in silent 
attention. Two girls came whispering 
and smiling to the edge of the crowd, 
looked critically around them, and in a 
moment were listening intently to Mrs. 
Asher’ s quiet, clear, sympathetic voice as 
she told of Christ's saving power. 

I noticed then as often before the signs 
of body and mind weariness in the atti- 
tudes and bearing of these workers, who 
know so little of daylight out of doors, 
and so much of care, day and night. 
Many of the men have that look in the 
eyes which tells of the monotony of 
care, and many of the girls and women 





Notable Events of a Week with Billy Sunday 





. 

The most dramatic and most terrific of all the sermons thus far was 
preached to men only on the afternoon and evening of Sunday, January 
24. So terrible was the scathing analysis of sin in this outburst on 
* The Devil’s Boomerang,’’ that here and there throughout the taber- 
nacle men fainted and were carried out. 

And in those two services 1,130 men ‘hit the trail.’”” With the 
morning converts, the total for this one day reached 1,443. 


With three and a half weeks of the campaign over, the number of 
trail-hitters that have taken their stand for Christ has reached 10,431. 
Thousands more who have not yet confessed are under conviction, 


New York sent a delegation of more than two hundred ministers to 
see the great things that were going on in the City of Brotherly Love, 
and to urge Mr, Sunday to put New York on his schedule. They came 
as guests of the New York American, and attended the afternoon ses- 
sion on Thursday, January 28. These ministers returned to New York 
stirred and deeply impressed. It looks as if the nation’s greatest city 
were to have this twentieth century prophet of the Cross of Christ lead 
in a campaign against its awful iniquity. 

One of the New York ministers, who went down into the crowd to 
do personal work when the invitation was given, led up the trail a New 
York actor. 


Vacation week in Philadelphia’s high schools was not forgotten by 
the leaders of the Sunday party. A mecting for the high school girls is 
being conducted in each A sat sections of the city in a centrally 
located church. Similar meetings will continue throughout the cam-°* 
paign in churches near the high school buildings, 


Something that does not get into the paper bids fair to become one 
of the great achievements of the campaign. Philadelphia churches are 
beginning to call regularly for decisions in the church services. Some 
have been abundantly rewarded. 


Philadelphia audiences are being astonished by some of Mr. Sun- 
day’s sermons that have in them little trace of slang or coarseness, that 
are marked by almost poetic power, and are vibrant with overwhelming 
earnestness and passion for souls, 








Nor is this all, There are rallies 
planned for business women in many sec- 
tions of the big, far-reaching, teeming 
city, for those who cannot get to the 
main centers, 

No one can rightly measure this ex- 
tension work. Miss Stauffer, the exten- 
sion secretary of the Young Woman's 
Christian Association, whose experience 
and devotion are a great factor in this 
phase of the Sunday campaign, tells me 
that after one of Mrs, Asher’s shop meet- 
ings a little Italian girl came through 
the crowd to her, and asked plaintively, 
‘*Won’t you do something for my grand- 
mother?’’ Miss Stauffer followed the 
lead of the girl, and went to that home 
of poverty and bewilderment. For grand- 
mother was feeble, and the old man of 
eighty, with a face like that of Savona- 
rola, could find no work, ani knew not 
what the end of their problem might 
be. Miss Stauffer thinks she has found 
a way out for that elderly pair, and be- 
cause of the word of a working girl after 
the shop meeting, 

But what about the men’s shop meet- 
ings? Arethere any? Yes, a network 
of these, too, and they will not be over- 
looked. The Rev. J. W. Welsh, Mr. 
Sunday’s assistant, told me that he spoke 
to two or three hundred men out in the 
open yard of a big mill the other day, 
who were willing to stand there in the 
cold and listen to him, 

Willing? . The whole city is eager. 
The plan ‘* unlocks doors.’’ 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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THE DEATH OF ELI AND HIS SONS 


1 Samuel 4: 1-18 Commit verses 10, II 


Golden Text: Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deluding your own selves.—James I : 22 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started {n Class 


HORTLY after last Christmas a news item ap- 
peared in one of the New York dailies, stating 
- that an old family Bible, just discovered by a 
certain man whose name was given, was alleged to 
contain a record of a family, bearing directly upon 
the disposal of the large fortune of an adventurer 
who had died in Africa in 1844. And the estate was 
said to be valued at ninety million dollars, 
That was a valuable Bible. Most of us would be 
lad to discover oe that we had such a 
Bivle in our house, et even that Bible with the 
family record had to be opened and-read and acted 
upon to get the ninety millions, Until this was 
done the information it contained was worthless. 
There is a bigger fortune within the covers of 
every Bible in the world ae But, to get access 
to this still greater fortune, what is within the Bible 
must be read and acted upon. Failure to do this is 
not offset by possession of the Bible, or by putting it 
in a conspicuous place in one’s home, or even by 
carrying a Pocket Testament. One of the blackest 
stories in the Bible tells of a mistake of this sort that 
was once made by God’s own people. 


Our Background Material 
In an article, ‘‘ Seeing the New Year's Lessons as 
a Whole,” in The Sunday School ‘Times of December 
19, 1914 (readers who have that issue should fre- 
query reread that article during this year's lessons), 
r. Griffith Thomas said: 


It is impossible to read the Old’ Testament for long 
without becoming aware of the remarkable spirit of expec- 
éation which characterizes almost every part, 

In the Pentateuch the main thought seems to be the need 
of a Priest to be the Redeemer from sin, 

In the historical and poetical hooks the supreme idea is 
the need of a King who would realize in fulness and per- 
fection all that the earthly monarch symbolized. 

In the prophets the main emphasis is on the need of a 
Prophet who.would instruct the people in the will of God, 

Thus the Messianic element is clear: the prophet to re- 
veal, the priest to redeem, and the king to rule, 


Christ combined these three persons and offices in 
one. And the ark of God, which comes so promi- 
nently into this lesson, is said to be the most inclus- 
ive type of Christ in the Bible. Study carefully Dr. 
Erdman's remarkable article on ‘‘ The Mysteries of 
the Ark” on page 84, and give the class all you can 
of the wonderful meaning of the ark. 

The Bible is one book, with Christ’s pre-eminence 
running through it from Genesis to Revelation. And 
the right or wrong attitude of men toward Christ or 
that which stood for Christ has determined, through 
the ages; the success or failure of men. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue, Boldface letters at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

If we want to keep out of a fight, we'll have to get 
out of this world. his lesson is a fighting lesson. 
Human life is a fight from birth to death. he Bible 
is a fighting book from Genesis 3 : 15, when God put 
enmity between the serpent’s seed and the woman’s 
seed until Revelation 20, when the Devil and his seed 
are cast into the lake of fire. 

Fight we must; and we've either got to fight 
God or God's enemies. If God’s enemies attack. us 
while we are fighting God, it’s a dark day for us. 
Israel was fighting God; and the Philistines were 
fighting Israel; is it any wonder that this lesson gives 
us the story of one of the blackest days in history ? 

After Israel's first defeat by the Philistines did 
they do right, or not, in looking to the ark of God for 
protection? The Bedouin custom of appealing to a 
powerful protector is described by Dr. Mackie (a). 

Dr. Spilman (a) sums it up well when he says, 
‘* The ark of God was a very poor substitute for the 
God of the ark.” ‘The ark contained the law of God: 
the expression of God's will for his people. And the 
men who were confidently carrying the ark of God 
into battle were habitually breaking and defying the 
law of God which was in that very ark. 

Facts showing Israel's indifference to God at this 
time are brought out by Miss Patterson (a). That 
symbgls of religion are not real religion is shown by 

?. wrt oes Oh! Why Israel was wrong in taking 
the ark into battle is shown by Dr. Thomas (II, e). 

So Israel fetches the ark ‘‘that it may save us.” 
But #¢ couldn't. And God wouldn’t. He loved Israel 
too much. 

When the ark arrived, Israel's enthusiasm broke 


1 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. 

Now Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, and 
encamped beside Eben-ezer : and the Philistines encamped in 
Aphek. 2 And the Philistines put themselves in array against 
Israel : and when ! they joined battle, Israel was smitten before 
the Philistines ; and they slew of the ? army in the field about 
four thousand men, g And when the people were come into 
the camp, the elders of Israel said, Witcnciore hath Jehovah 
smitten us to-day before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark 
of the covenant of Jehovah out of Shiloh unto us, that it may 
come among us, and save us out of the hand of our enemies. 
4 So the |e pe sent to Shiloh ; and they brought from thence 
the ark of the covenant of Jehovah of hosts, who 8 sitteth above 
the cherubim : and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
were there with the ark of the covenant of 

5 And when the ark of the covenant of Jehovah came into 
the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, so that the 
earth rang again. 6 And when the Philistines heard the noise 
of the shout, they said, What meaneth the noise of this great 
shout in the camp of the Hebrews? And they understood that 
the ark of Jehovah was come into the camp. 7 And the Phil- 
istines were afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. 
And they said, Woe unto us! for there hath not been such a 
thing heretofore. 8 Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out 
of the hand of these mighty gods? these are the gods that 
smote the ern with ‘all manner of 4 plagues in the wil- 
derness. 9 Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye 
Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they 
have been to you: quit yourselves like men, and fight, 10 
And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and they 
fled every man to his tent: and there was a very great 
slaughter ; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. 11 
And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli, 
Hophni and Phinehas, w:re slain, 

12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the 2? army, and 
came to Shiloh the same day, with his clothes rent, and with 
earth upon his head. 1 And when he came, lo, Eli was sit- 
ting ape his seat by the wayside watching ; for his heart 
trembled for the ark of God.. And when the man came into 
the city, and told it, all the city cried out. . . . 18 And it came 
to pass, when he made mention of the ark of God, that Z£/i 
fell from off his seat backward by the side of the gate ; and his 
neck brake, and he died : for he was an old man, and heavy. 
And he had judged Israel forty years. 

1Or, the battle was spread %Heb. array. 4% Or, is enthroned 
4 Heb. smiting. 


The Américan Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
% 
, » 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 1.—Who were the Philistines? (Thomas, I, a ; Pat- 
terson, a.) Where were Ebenezer and Aphek ? (Thomas, 
I, b.) What occasioned the war? (Thomas, I], c.) 

Verse 3.—What was the ark of the covenant ; how could 
it save them in battle ? (Erdman, page 84; Thomas, IJ, e; 
Mackie, a.) How far away was Shiloh? (‘Thomas, I, b.) 

Verse 4.—What is meant by ‘* Jehovah sitting above the 
cherubim’’? (Thomas, II, e.) Were Eli’s sons care- 
takers of the ark? (Thomas, II, d.) 

Verse 5.—Why should the arrival of the ark occasiun 
Israel’s shouting ? (Thomas, II, f.) 

Verse 7.—Why should the Philistines so fear God? 
(Thomas, II, f.) 

Verse 8.—Did the Philistines refer to God himself in 
speaking of the ** mighty gods’’? How did they know 
of the smiting of ‘* the. Egyptians’’? (Thomas, II, £; 
Mackie, b.) 

Verse 9.—When had the Hebrews been servants to the 
Philistines ? (Thomas, I, a.) F 

Verse 11.—Were Eli’s sons in the battle ? (Thomas, II,f.) 

Verse 13.—What seat did Eli have by the wayside? 
(Thomas, IT, g; Mackie, d.) 

Verse 18.—-Why should the mention of the ark have 
such an effect on Eli? (Thomas, g; Ridgway, e.) 








out in the “great shout”—of a false hope! They 
shouted so loud ‘*that the earth rang again.” No- 
tice, it was the earZ#Aé that rang again,—not heaven. 

A false hope is always pathetic. Perhaps many of 
the Israelites were absolutely sincere in their confi- 
dence in the ark, and in their conviction that it would 
bring victory. But their sincerity did not save them. 
We often hear it said that the most important thing 
about a person is that he be sincere, and then every- 
thing will be all right. That is a ruinous lie. Sin- 
cerity never saved any one. 

Sincere faith in something that could not save did 
not save Israel. As some one has well said: **‘ A man 
may have faith, real, ardent, energetic faith—in saints 
and images, in priests and relics, and yet his faith 
will not save him. A drowning man puts forth his 
hand; he thinks he sees an object which if he can 
only reach will keep him from sinking. He seizes it 
with more than natural energy. But, alas! it isenly 
a bit of froth that dances on the crest of .the wave. 
His hand cleaves it like air, and he sinks helplessly 
in the deep. He is lost, not for the want of precision 
in his aim, and energy in his grasp, but. for want of 
truth and power in the phantom to which he fled.” 

ln these days of substitutes -for Christ and Chris- 
tianity,—*‘ near-religions” which are as far removed 
from true religion as hell is from heaven, —it'is terfi: 





bly important that we be not only sincere but also 
correctly informed as to whether that which our faith 
~_— hold of is a Saviour or only a bit of froth. 

t is quite possible to be brave without having God 
on your side,—though that bravery won't last 
throughout eternity. Let two different members of 
the class read, respectively, 1 Samuel 4:9 and 1 Cor- 
inthians 16: 13. It is the same advice, but from two 
different kinds of men. 

Then came the second defeat of God’s people. The 
life of continued sin is the life of continued defeat, 
And continued defeats get worse and worse. 

It is our last glimpse of Eli. His characteristics at 
the end of his life are suggested by Dr. Tiiomas (II, 
g). Parents of to-day are counseled by Mr. Ridgway 
(d) out of Eli’s failure. A pathetic illustration of an 
Eli in the American business world is given in the 
Round-Table (b). Wedon’t always realize that weak- 
ness is wickedness (Thomas, IV, m). It is always a 
man’s duty and privilege to be strong in the Lord. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


We cannot win while we war against God. There 
can be no permanent peace in the life of the individ- 
ual, nor in the life of a community of individuals,— 
and that means among the nations of the world,— 
while individuals and nations are not living in an 
attitude of sustained and unconditional surrender to 
the mastery of Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, 
and doing all things solely to his glory. 

Apart. from immediate causes or occasions, ‘hat 
is the root reason for the tragic war in Europe to- 
day. Civilization in general has not been seeking first 
and always the glory and will of God. The United 
States fails to meet this test, as well as all other na- 
tions, And civilization has collapsed, as it was bound 
to do, and as it will always do until Christ is made 
King. Some classes will be interested in reading in 
connection with this lesson an editorial that was pub- 
lished in these columns shortly after the war broke 
out, entitled ‘* The Collapse of Civilization.’’3 

taste og this life is bound to be a. fight, it may 
always be a winning fight. The way to insure this 
is not only to stop fighting God and take Christ as 
Saviour and Lord, but also to stop even trying to 
fight for God, and let him do all the fighting for us 
agairst our enemies. The fight of faith is the only 
fight that wins ; and faith means letting God do for 
us what we cannot do for ourselves. 


Teaching Points 

While warring against God, Israel asked God to war for 
them. Is such a request always hopeless? 

What subtle irony in the statement that ‘‘the two sons 
of Eli... were there with the ark of the covenant of 
God’’! ‘The Jaw-breakers were there with the law. 

The Philistines’ counsel to each other was: ‘‘ Now en- 
force the Iron Rule of Might. Don’t Jet them do to you 
as you have done to them.’’ ‘This is Militarism’s improve- 
ment upon the Golden Rule. ; 

Is Eli a type of the saved, regenerated man who has been 
faithless to the law of God? Such Christians are bound to 
be racked with fear, 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Was Eli’s death a punishment ? 

Was Jehovah’s reputation among the Canaanitish and 
other godless nations of that day injured by his letting the 
ark of his testimony be captured ? 

Ask the class to tell how Israel left God out of their 
plans ; then notice Miss Patterson’s (c) answer. 

Who were the worst enemies of Eli’s two sons? (After 
discussing this, tell the incident of the Round Table (a).) 

What is the best disaster that ever happened to you? 
(Get the class to give personal experiences showing some 
of the best lessons they have learned from their own 
disasters). 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
Samuel, the Victorious Leader (1 Sam. 7 : 3-17). 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, for home 
preparation on the coming lesson.} 

From one of the blackest days of history we turn 
sharply to one of the brightest. What hope was there 
for a fear-ridden, broken, collapsed nation? ‘The na- 
tion had to do something ; and God had to do some- 
thing ; and both did. It you will show God that you 
mean business, God will show you that he means 


- business. 


What made Samuel think that Israel might be ready to 
turn to Jehovah ? 

What test did Samuel make of Israel’s sincerity ? 

Can God save people who are afraid? (Give your own 
opinion ;' then see what answer you find in the lesson.) 





1 To be had as a pamphlet from The Sunday School Times Company 
De 30 Cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred postpaid. , 
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Whole Lesson 
W. H. Griffith Thomas 





Mass growth in a tree is usually not detected 
for along time. Everything seems right, and 
outwardly there is no difference ; but when the 
crash suddenly comes the state of the tree is revealed. 
Israel had long been sinful, and the development took 
time. But at length the catastrophe came in the dis- 
aster now recorded. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 

The first section of verse 1, ‘‘ And the word of Sam- 
uel came to all Israel,” should be connected with the 
preceding chapter as a summary of verses 19 to 21. 
This point is important, as otherwise it might seem 
as though the war in this chapter was due to Samuel, 
while as a matter of fact he does not seem to have 
been consulted at all. 

Time.—This mention of the Philistines is the first 
since Judges 13 to 16. That bondageelasted forty 
years (Judg. 13 : 1), and seems to have come toaclose 
in the days of Samuel (1 Sam. 7 : 13, 14), about his 
twentieth year as judge (1 Sam. 7: 2). As therefore 
the servitude began before the birth of Samson 

udg. 13 : 5), and Samson judged Israel twenty years 

udg. 15 : 20), it is often thought that the latter part 
of the life of Eli and the early portion of that of Sam- 
uel must have been simultaneous with the life of 
‘Samson, But Anstey (Romance of Biblical Chronol- 
ogy, vol. I, p. 149, Association Press, $2.75) regards 


the forty years of the Philistines’ servitude and the 
forty years of Eli’s judgeship as successive. The 
usual chronology of Ussher gives B.C. 1141. Dr. 


Green suggests B.C. 1129, with Samuel aged thirt 
when Eli died. The ‘‘Companion Bible”’ gives BC. 
1040. (a) 

Places.—The battle was probably fought about 
four miles northwest of Jerusalem, and fifteen from 
Shiloh, where the tabernacle was. Eben-ezer is 
named by anticipation (7 : 12). Aphek means fort- 
ress, and several places bore this name ; perhaps this 
is the same as in Teshus 12: 18. (b) 


II. The Lesson ' 

The Sinful Expedient (4: 1-4). The Philistines 
were Israel’s powerful enemies, living on the south- 
west on the coast. Perhaps this renewed action was 
due to the death of Samson, or it may be that the 
Philistines reasserted themselves in the closing years 
of Eli. Some think that Israel was the aggressor 
(v. 1), though clearly thie Philistines were in occupa- 
tion of Israelitish territory. The battle soon went 
against Israel, and the loss, though small to-day, 
would be regarded as serious at that time. (c) 

‘The elders represented the heads of families, and 
indicate that this element of patriarchal government 
was still in existence (Exod. 3: 16; 2 Sam. 5: 3). 
‘hey were surprised at the defeat, having felt sure 
that God would be true to his relationship to Is:ael, 
and give them the victory. Verses 3 to 5 afford a 
vivid picture of life in the camp of Israel. ‘Their in- 
quiry was right, but the outcome was wrong. It was 
doubtless considered a brilliant idea to have the ark 
in their midst; but it was an expression of their self- 
confidence, and if Hophni and Phinehas had been 
true men they would have prevented it. (d) 

The ark of the covenant (Exod. 25) was the symbol 

of God’s presence, and superstitiously the —— 
thought that its pager would be a charm or talis- 
man, and bring them victory. ‘They may have been 
thinking of earlier episodes (Num. 10 : 35; Josh. 3: 
10-13), but the circumstances were entirely different. 
The elders had no right to decide this, since the ark 
was in the charge of the priests and Levites. Then, 
too, it should not have been moved from Shiloh and 
the tabernacle, perhaps fifteen miles away. The 
whole idea was one of rank superstition. The de- 
scription of the ark is striking (v. 4). God is de- 
scribed as ‘‘ sitting above thecherubim.” The cheru- 
bim were symbolical figures on the lid of the ark, 
‘though it is not exactly known what they signify 
(Ezek. 1: 5). Thereference is here to God’s presence 
among his people (Psa. 22 : 3), or to his sitting en- 
throned as king (Psa. 18: 10; see also Exod. 25: 
22; 2 Sam.6:2). The title, ‘‘ Jehovah of hosts,” 
indicating universal power, should be noted (see 
below. (e) 

The Serious Encounter (vs. 5-11). The Israelites 
were naturally delighted with the coming of the ark, 
feeling sure-that now all would be well. In verses 6 
to 9 we have-an equally vivid picture of the condition 
of the Philistines. They were proportionately dis- 
couraged by'the coming of the ark of Jehovah, and 
are evidently afraid of the power of Israel’s God. 
When they spoke of mighty gods (v. 8) they were 
referring to the true God under their own national 
polytheistic ideas, for everything in the original is in 
the plural (r Kings 12 : 28). The knowledge of what 
God had dome for Israel in the past was widespread 
(Num, 22:5; Josh. 2:10). This is a testimony to 


the history recorded in the Pentateuch. But not- 
withstanding this distinct fear of God, the Philistines 
are encouraged to bravery (v.9). Somehow or other 
the fear they had of God was to be met by aeeing 
the courage of man. The result was soon seen, an 
Israel was entirely defeated. Eli’s sons were evi- 
dently with. the ark, which was taken, and the two 
men slain, thus fulfilling the prediction (2 : 34). (f) 

The Sad Effect (vs, 12-18). Swift running was 
characteristic of the time (2 Sam. 18 : 19-31), and even 
to this day in the East great men have runners to go 
before their carriages (1 Kings 18: 46). With marks 
of grief, clothes rent, and earth upon his head (Josh. 
7:6; 2 Sam. 1:2), ‘‘a man of Benjamin” reached 
Shiloh the same day. Eli was sitting in the place of 
authority (1:9), and waited for news, his chief 
thought being the ark of God. The picture of the 
aged man, ninety-eight years old, and quite blind, is 
‘very touching. He was faithful, yet fearful, good 
but weak, and evidently ill-fitted for the task of those 
troublous times. His anxiety to know what had 
happened was natural; and yet he had evidently 
allowed the ark to go, The fugitive from the army 
then told his terrible story. The last point was the 
worst. With the ark of God taken, the symbol of 
God's presence removed, there was nothing left t 
live for ; and Eli, overwhelmed, fell backward, an 
the fall caused his death. ‘Thus one eveni fulfilled 
two distinct prophecies (2 : 33, 34; 3 : 11-14). (g) 


Ill. Central Truths. 


The Golden Text well concentrates attention on 
the action of Israel and the ark: ‘‘Be ye doers of 
the word, and not hearers only, deluding your own 
selves” (James 1: 22). The ark was a box or chest, 
about 54 inches long; 30 high, and 30 broad. It was 
overlaid with gold, and on its lid or cover were some 
angelic figures. This was what the people wanted 
with them in-the battle. (h) 

1. The Spiritual Meaning.—(1) It was a symbol 
of God's Jresence. It was the place where God would 
meet the people, as represented by the high priest, 
on the Day of Atonement (Exod. 25: 22; Lev. 16: 
13). This was why God is described as ‘‘ Thou that 
dwellest between the cherubim.” (2) It was a sym- 
bol of God’s righteousness. Inside the ark were the 
two ‘Tables of the Law, indicative of the moral charac- 
ter of God. (3) It was a symbol of God’s mercy. On 
the cover or lid (called the mercy-seat) the high priest 
had to sprinkle blood, expressive of mediation through 
the divine grace. (i) 

2. The Sad Mistake.—The people identified the 
symbol with the reality, ascribing to the symbol the 
glorious power of God, expecting the symbol to do 
what the presence of God alone could do. Thus they 
used it as a charm, and paid undue attention to the 
symbol, They needed the two together, the symbol 
and the reality ; and if they had thus used them, 
poWer and blessing would have come. (j) 

3. The Solemn Message.—As with Israel, so with 
us (1) there is a constant liability to formalism. 
Sometimes it is associated with ordinances like bap- 
tism and the Lord’s Supper. At other times with 
church-going, as though this alone were efficacious. 
Again, orthodox belief is sometimes formalistic. And 
even Bible-reading and family prayer may become so 
familiar as to lose all spiritual value. (2) This 
‘tendency to formalism is very dangerous, for it repre- 
sents spiritual deadness, ‘‘ Holding a form of godli- 
ness, but having denied the power thereof” (2 Tim. 
3:5). Every form of this evil is an endeavor to find 
substitutes for the living God. But religion is never 
a mere convenience for an emergency. (3) The safe- 
guard against formalism is always found in a per- 
sonal contact of the spirit of man with the Spirit of 
God. This is true religion, and nothing short of it 
will suffice. God’s presence is not to be found in 
anything material, as though that were enough. All 
symbols are intended to remind, to assure, and to 
pledge, but the secret of all true life is in personal 
trust. Faith unites us to God, and maintains us in 
union and communion with God. This is, why the 
apostle speaks of ‘‘doing,” and not merely ‘ hear- 
ing,” the Word, since anything short of obedience 
which springs from faith would be ‘‘ deluding our 
own selves.” (k) 


IV. Suggestions for Further Study. 

1. The Mercy of Disaster.—'* Man's extremity is 
God’s opportunity.” Although the loss at this time 
was terrible, God overruled it for good, since it led 
directly through the instrumentality of Samuel to 
four results: (1) deliverance from the Philistines; (2) 


——— for the kingdom; (3)-a permanent sanc- 
tuary instead of the tabernacle at Shiloh; (4) the pro- 


vision of a better priesthood. Thus God once again 
made the results.of, Israe}’s. sin .subserve. his own 
purposes of grace. (J)... : 
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2. The Character of Eli.—All his goodness was 
spoiled by weakness. As ruler, as high priest, as 
parent, this spirit of pelting was. seen, so that we 
may rightly speak of the wickedness of weakness, 
For the causes of Eli’s overthrow see Parker, ‘* Peo- 

le’s Bible,” Vol, VI, p. 248 (Funk and Wagnails, 
cnes a volume). (m) 

3. Family Government,—Insubordination of youth 
is fatal to true life. When children are allowed to 
have their own way, to be humored and not restrained, 
the results are certain to appear. A fine treatment 
of this solemn subject is found in Dr. Charles S. Rob- 
inson's ‘‘ From Samuel to Solomon,” p. 37 (American 
Tract Society, $1). Attention should be paid to Dr, 
H. Clay Trumbull’s able book, ‘‘Hints on Child- 
Training,” especially the important chapter on ‘* Will- 
Breaking and Will-Training” (Scribners, $1.25 net). 

4. The Lord of Metterrk mitted by all to be one 
of the most important, significant, and. striking 
titles of God. It is not found in the Pentateuch, 
thereby indicating the early date of that section. It 
is first mentioned in 1 Samuel 1: 3, and then found 
in most of the remaining books of the Old Testament, 
with one or two exceptions, ‘The meaning seems to 
be that the covenant God, Jehovah, is the ruler of 
the universe, with all the powers of heaven at his 
command. Students of critical theories should give 
special attention to a most able pamphlet, ‘* ‘The Lord 
of Hosts,” by A. C. Robinson (Marshall Brothers, 
London, Eng.). 


V. A Lesson Outline 
1, The Sinful Expedient (Josh, 24 : 20). 
2. The Serious Encounter (Lam, 5 : 16). 
3. The Sad Effect (Josh. 7 : 8). 
WycuirrE CoLLecr, ToRONTO. 


> 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


** Laying For Us.""— W penatoes hath Jehovah smit- 
ten us to-day before the Philistines? (v. 3). God 
the loving Father. Israel the disobedient boys. 
Philistines the foreigners of the Swamp, who have it 
in for the Israel boys. Bad enough to have the en- 
mity of the Philistines without adding the displeasure 
of the Father. How foolish they were. Are youany 
better ? The Philistines watch their chance with you 
all the hours of the day. Hang up your coat while 
sn work, and the Philistine is through your pockets, 

Vatch the contract or the Philistine will have in a 


‘‘joker,” ‘Take your eye off your good name for an 
instant, and the Philistine has wrecked your charac- 
ter. You can not stick your nose outside your door 


but the Philistine is there to twist it. Never but one 
deliverance from the Philistine, and that was the 
arm backed by a trust in God and will to obey him, 
Some men turn their puny backs on God like these 
Israelites, and then wonder why the Philistines have 
smitten them. Any fellow who would come to Sun- 
day-school this winter ——- in his midsummer 
‘*togs” and whine about Jack Frost smiting him 
would be too ridiculous for words; We must obey 
God’s laws to get through the world safely (Eccles. 
8:5; Rom. 2: 7, 10, 13). (a) 

The Symbol and the Thing.— When the ark of the 
covenant of Jehovah came into the camp (v. 5). They 
thought when they had the sacred symbols of reli- 
gion they had religion. They were not the last folks 
to make that mistake. I know a man, you know a 
man, everybody knows a man, who has the symbols 
of religion all through his house and on his person, 


_ and yet he is busily engaged in degrading men, starv- 


ing women,.cursing little children. He is doing all 
he can to fill jails, hospitals, asylums, and poor- 
houses. What is needed in our ‘‘camps” is not a 
beautiful structure by cunning artists, but the Spirit 
of God. There afte: magnificent churches with noble 
services and good people. But these are nothing in 
the warfare against the Philistines of drink, vice, 
idleness, luxury, display, greed, Sabbath-breaking, 
corruption, and all sin, unless the Shekinah is mani- 
fested between the pulpit and the pew. And the 
communion table is a mercy-seat in very truth (1 Sam. 
16:7; 2 Tim. 3:5). (b) 

The War Cry.—Ze strong, and quit yourselves 
like men (v.9). ‘This sounds just like Moses,  ervire: 
or some leader of Israel (Deut. 31: 6; Josh. 1: 9; 
2Sam.10:12). But as amatterof fact most Sunday- 
school folks will be surprised to find that this was 
the slogan of the Philistines, thé enemy of God's peo- 
ple. The Philistines appear to have been foemen 
worthy of Israel’s steel, and could only be defeated 
when Israel was right with her God. od’s enemies 
are rarely weaklings, as some of us know, and their 
war-cries ring loud and splendid. When Pennsylva- 
nia’s Israel goes down against the Philistine of 
‘**booze,” up goes the taking cry, ‘‘ Liberty, personal 
liberty!” hen the red-hght district is attacked, 
** Don’t scatter the fire.” hen Sabbath desecra- 
tion is opposed, ‘* The better the day the better the 
deed.” I have always had lots of respect for the 
Philistines. Their record is better than foraet’s. We 
do not read of any Uriah being murdered or Dagon 
being deserted. ho of us do not have ‘ heathen” 
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neighbors who are braver, kinder, more generous, 
more honest, more truthful than—than—well, than 
youand I? Weare a bad lot of ‘Israelites’’ some 
of us,—but we — to Him. And that is all the 
difference in the world! (c) 


For the Boys’ Sake.—Hopsni and Phinehas, were 
slain (v. 1t), The rascally sons of a good but weak 
and careless father. ‘They were ‘‘traveling on the 
old man’s religion,” as Ike Benton said of the Wil- 
kins boys. But the father’s religion did not prevent 
them from getting the wages of theirown sin, Yet 
the failure of the boys was the fault of the father. 
This incident shows God's opinion of indulgent 
fathers, and what he says to Eli he says to all fathers 
of evil sons. ‘here is a responsibility of fatherhood 
that many fathers fail to appreciate. There is also 
a responsibility of motherhood that many mothers 
fail to appreciate. The very idea of any king of a 
home standing among men and having to say, ‘I 
can not get my boys up to go to church and Sunday- 
school.” Or the queen of a home standing amon 
women and having to say,*‘ I have always wanted Sal- 
lie to do so-and-so, but she won't.” Is there any mys- 
tery in the life-failures in such a kingdom? I told 
you about Patsy the Irish apprentice boy in last 
month's lessons. If Eli had been as good a father as 
my Irish neighbor, he would have saved his son's 
disgrace and his own neck. So will you, (Prov. 29 : 


15, 17; 31 : 27.) (d) 


Sin’s Awfulness. —//is neck brake, and he died ; {or 
he was an old man and heavy (vy. 18) The broken 
neck aftér the broken heart may have been a mercy 
of God. All failure is bitter. Not the grape-fruit 
bitterness of a disappointment which may be sugared, 
but the quinine bitterness of the mortification of fam- 
ily pride. Back of the disgrace you will read in to- 
morrow’s paper will be some old Eli or Mrs. Eli with 
a bleeding heart. If the Devil ever gets you and 
makes a grafter, a thief, a libertine, a scoundrel, a 
sot of you, remember that those whose name you 
bear, and whose hearts you bear, and whose prayers 
you bear, will die. I have seen a bad man’s loved 
ones die ten years in a single night. So have you. 
You will have noticed that shortly after the execution 
of the murderer you read the funeral notice of his 
parents. ‘This is one of the awfulnesses of sin, and 
why God has gone to such pains to save the world 
from sin. ‘* Poor old Bli!” said Dr. Smith in his 
sermon. And all the congregation thought of other 
Elis we knew (Josh. 7,: @4; 25; Prov. 3 : 33). (e) 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers aresinvited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
A artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 
ijliustration each week. Mannscripts are to reach the ‘limes 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular explain- 
ing the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 

Does Your Church Need You ?—Ze ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deluding your own 
selves (Golden Text). Ina small village in Indiana 
resides a lady who left her home church to attend 
another. She goes to this second church, twelve 
miles away, on a train, leaving home in the morning 
at nine and returning late in the evening. She gave 
as her reason for making the change the great amount 
of spiritual life found in the. second church, which 
was lacking in the church in her own village. When 
she left her local church she left a class of twelve 
boys without a teacher. Over the door of her little 
local church is a time-worn motto placed there years 
ago, when the structure was built: ‘‘ Be Ye Doers of 
the Word, and Not Hearers Only.”—Sén?t by Ralph 
A. Felton, Roselle, N. J. 


How to Repay.— Ze ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deluding your own selves (Golden 
‘ext). In a certain church there was one member 
who could stand up and speak, or offer a beautiful 
prayer; but the people had no faith in him. Although 
a wealthy man, he was very stingy, and woul: not 
y stt with his money. If he owed a neighbor ar.vthing, 
this farmer would say, ‘t Oh, I'll come round with my 
team and do some work for you, and square my account 
that way.” Arevival broke out in the church, and this 
man arose to give his testimony. He said, ‘* Dear 
friends, the Lord has done great things forme, How 
can 1 ever repay him?” A wag. ca'led out, ‘t You 
had better pay him in work !"—/rom the Rev, R, E. 
Morton, Sent by )..A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, 
England. 


Not a Quitter.— Be strong, and quit yourselves 
like men (v. 9). Even the enemies of God knew the 
gaiu of whole-hearted determination to win. ‘‘ I knew 
a little three-year-old girl,” says Robert E. Speer in 
‘The Marks of a Man,” ‘** who undertook to move a 
table which taxed all her strength. After a long 
struggle, her mother said to her discouragingly, 
‘ Baby, you can’t move that table... It's as big as you 
are.’ ‘Yes, I can,’ was the undiscouraged reply of 
the little girl, «I'm as big as it is.’""—Mary E. Wat- 
son, Hariford, Conn. ’ 

Their Enemies.— 7 he ‘wo sons of Eli... were sian 
(v. t1). .. When Governor Charles E. Hughes was be- 
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ginning his heroic campaign to secure the passage of 
his anti-racetrack gambling bills many of his so- 
called friends warned him of the violent attacks he 
would certainly be subjected to were he to adopt such 
acourse. ‘The opposition will stop at nothing ; the 

will defame your character, they will ruin you politi- 
cally.” ‘*Gentlemen,” said the governor, ‘there is 
only one man in this world who can harm Charles E. 
Hughes, and that man is Charles E. Hughes.” The 
sons of Eli were the authors of their own a 


_—From The Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. Clar. 


Greetland, Halifax, England. The prize for this 
week ts awarded to this illustration, (a) 


The *‘ Successful” Father.—Zo, £ii was sitting 
upon his seat by the wayside watching.... Now 

ti was ninety and eight years old (vs. 13, 15). 
“The Great Man and another American had been 
talking together in the luxurious lobby of a foreign 
hotel. ‘It must be a great satisfaction,’ said the 
writer’s friend, ‘to have built up such a business as 
yours without special privileges of any sort,. without 
any suspicion of unfair commercial practises, to have 
made your name a nation-wide synonym for quality 
goods and fair-dealing—that must make you very 

roud, Mr. Dives.’ And the othe~ staring fixedly in 
ront of him, responded, ‘Yes, yes- ‘“t what does it 
all amount to when—your—son—is—a fool?’ And 
all the fine majesty of the merchant prince had crum- 
bled somehow, and he appeared suddenly old, a 
broken, disappointed father. There is somethin 
haunting about it—the figure of the white-haired old 
man seated at the top of the great mass of wealth he 
had builded, and mourning the son for whom in the 
days of his building he had been too preoccupied to 
care."—From the Outlook. Sent by Helen P. De- 
Land, Fairport, N. Y. (b) 

The Winter Flower.—Now Eli was ninety and 
eight years old (v.15). When Dr. Rees preached 
last in North Wales, a friend said to him, ‘‘ You are 
whitening fast, Dr. Rees.” The old gentleman did 
not say anything then; but when he got into, the 
pulpit he said, ‘‘ There is a wee white flower that 
comes up through the earth at this season of the 

ear—sometimes it comes up through the snow and 
rost ; but we are all glad to see the snowdrop, be- 
cause it proclaims that the winter is over and the 
summer is at hand. A friend reminded me last night 
that I was whitening fast. But heed not that, brother; 
it is to me a proof that my winter will soon be over; 
that I shall Have done presently with the cold east 


“winds and the frosts of earth, and that my summer— 


my eternal summer—is at hand.”—From United 
Methodist. Sent by W. R. Clark, Jersey, Eng- 


land, (c) 
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Oriental | Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D. D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


ET us fetch the ark of the covenant of Jehovah 

(v. 3). Among the Bedouin, who more than 

all others preserve unchanged the customs of 
tribal administration, when a man has his property 
taken from him by order, or considers that he has 
been unjustly treated, he may give warning that he 
will appeal to the head of another tribe as his pro- 
tector. When this is done the latter does not inquire 


-into the rights of the case, but, considering that his 


power to punish has been treated with contempt, 
comes to the rescue with armed followers. He does 
this for the sake of his own honor. By bringing the 
ark of Jehovah into the mee the Israelites hoped to 
compel Jehovah to manifest his power for his name’s 
sake. ut Jehovah imposed one condition on all his 
suppliants; namely, that if he was to heed their cry 
they must not regard iniquity in the heart. (a) 

These are the gods that smote the Egyptians with 
all manner of plagues in the wilderness (v. 8). In 
the East, as elsewhere, popular tradition often pre- 
serves an account of historical incidents, but with 
sundry distortions and accretions. The writer once 
asked a Bedouin on the plain of Jericho if he had 
ever heard of any great battle that was fought there. 
**Yes,” he said, pointing southward, ‘‘just down 
there a little way.. Moses (peace be upon him) met 
the king of Egypt in personal combat. ‘They fought 
for ten hours, and the clash of sword and shield was 
such that the noise made the wall of Jericho fall 
down!” (b) 

All the city cried out (v.13). The peculiar wail 
that is raised in a house in which a member of the 
family has just died is heard all over the immediate 
neighborhood. As the news was carried to different 

arts of the town other relatives of those slain in 
attie would increase the volume of the lamenta- 
tion. (c) 

Eli fell from off his seat (v. 18). In the shaded 
recess of the city gate there is often a broad stone 
seat where men sit, taking rest, giving and receiving 
news, and discussing matters of local interest. It is 
an epen-air club. The stone seat also serves as a 
mounting-step for muleteers and horsemen. (d) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


UR position for to-day is marked 7 on the map. 

It is beside an old highway between Jaffa and 
Jerusalem. Looking off as the spread of the 

V lines indicates, we find an olive orchard covering 
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a downward slope of ground with its fine cut leafage 
of silver-green ; then above the tree-tops we see a 
hill where little gray-walled houses of stone cling to 
the steep incline. A crooked lane makes its way up 
the hill between them. Beyond that hill stand 
others, some partly green, some bare and brown. It 
is a lonesome country. 

The village here is believed to be the modern 
equivalent of Kiriath-jearim. The sacred ark, whose 
loss broke Eli's heart, was kept for some time by the 
Philistines in their lowland country down west of 
here, between us and the sea; they supposed the 
possession of the ark would bring them good fortune, 
but the facts were quite otherwise (1 Sam. 5, 6). At 
last they were thankful-to have the Hebrews take 
possession of the terrifying symbols of Jehovah. 
And here at Kiriath-jearim the ark was reverently 
guarded for twenty.years (1 Sam. 7:1, 2). Many 
and many a time the tragic story of: Eli and his rep- 
robate sons must have been told by the men of: the 
town to wondering boys of Hebrew neighbors here. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘* Kirjath-jearim, long 
the resting-placeé of the sacred ark.” 


‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lessons of the week. The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places vea/. Forty-five places are being visited during 
1915 ; the forty-five pepe 
dered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘Twelve places will be described with the lessons of this 
first quarter ; the twelve stereographs cost $2. ‘The four for 
February cost 67 cents. Less than four in one order are 
20 cents each. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Postage or 
express will be prepaid on all orders for stereographs or stereo- 
scopes. Lantern slides of the same scenes can also. be sup- 
plied. Plain slides, 50 cents each; sepia-tinted, 55 cents ; 
colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty-five or more prices, are : 
plain slides, 40 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; colored, 
$1. Address ‘he Sunday School ‘Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


HE Bible is full of examples of men who have 
failed. Sometimes we study that we may learn 
to live; at other times we study that we may 

learn what not todo, The lighthouses tell the sailor 
where the rocks and sandbars are. The life-stories of 
Eli, of Hophni and of Phinehas are splendid exam- 
ples of how to make shipwreck of life. Was not that 
a startling performance when Hophni and Phinehas, 
at tle demand of the people, took the ark of God into 
the camp? The a hoped that the ark might be 
of value to them. They were trusting to a thing 
rather than to the God of the thing. People have 
made that same blunder through the centuries. 
Gehazi, servant of Elisha, tried to bring life to the 
son of the Shunammite woman by putting a stick on 
his face (2 Kings 4: 31). Gehazi was himself only a. 
stick. A staff in his hands was no good. In the 
hands of Moses a staff wrought wonders. The ark 
of God was a very poor substitute for the God of the 
ark. When we build fine church houses and, in our 
joy at the great church of God, forget the great God 
of the church, failure follows. God can mightily use 
things, but things without God are useless in winning 
battles for him. (a) 

Noise is of no value as a substitute for trust in 
God. ‘There was a great shout when the ark of God 
came. If you have not learned the difference be- 
tween thunder and lightning it will be worth while 
to learn. Noise is often a result of over-confidence. 
The Israelites were sure that with the coming of the 
ark victory was certain,—hence the great shout- 


ing. (b) .: , “ 
he Philistines were scared. A frightened man is 


raphs cost $7.50, and if all are or- ° 

















LESSON FOR FEB, 21 (x Sam. 4 : 1-18) 


a dangerous foe. It is a fine thing, some- 
times, to be scared of the Devil, Over-con- 
fidence is the forerunner of defeat. 

Back in the shadows sat Eli the aged. 
His sun went down behind a great cloud. 
His soul was saved, but his life was largely 
lost; his family shipwrecked, while another 


-had taken his crown. 





ELI'S Sm Lie 


A Prayer After the Lesson.—Lord God, 
our Heavenly Father, accept our tribute of 
thanksgiving for the blessings of life. For thy 
word of truth as a light to our feet we give most 
humble thanks. Help us to walk in the light 
of its teachings. ‘Teach us so to consider our 
ways that we may walk in thy statutes. Save 
us from low living, . Give purity of life and of 
thought. Lord God, be with fathers and 
mothers who have wayward sons and daughters. 
Teach thy people so to live that members of 
the household may long to be servants of the 
God.of heaven. 


Kinston, N, C, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** In the hour of trial." 
‘' My soul, be on thy guard.” 
**O God, my inmost soul convert." 
‘* Once more we come, God's Word to hear."’ 
** Return, O wanderer, return."’ 
‘* Sinners, turn ; why will ye die ?"’ 
‘* So let our lips and lives express."’ 
** Yield not to temptation.”’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical ' 
Psaim book “ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 119 : I-10 (242 : 1-4). 
Psalm 125 : 1-5 (272 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 16 : 1-11 (25 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 32 : 1-11 (66:1, 3, 5) 
Psalm & : 1-6 (1:1, 2, 4). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—An important feature of every 
good story is a satisfactory ending. 
To-day’s Scripture closes with Eli’s 

death because the ark of God was taken. 
Next Sunday’s Scripture skips to chapter 7, 
and no future lesson of the year mentions 
the return of the ark. A wise teacher will 
study carefully chapters 5 and 6, adding to 
to-day’s story a brief account of what oc- 
curred in Dagon’s temple and several cities, 
where the ark was taken, also the peculiar 
manner of its return to Israel. The story is 
intensely interesting, and the children will 
feel satisfied to know that the ark was sent 
back, Show a good picture or model of the 
ark of God, lest some children may confuse 
it with Noah’s ark, Omit from the memory 
text the last four words. 

Lesson Teaching.—God’s messages are 
true, . 

Introduction. —Did you ever speak or 


‘hear a message through the telephone? De- 


velop the thought that those who talk cannot 
see each other, but each is sure that the 
other is there. Other people cannot hear 
the messages. We hear better when it is 
quiet, etc, When people talk to God in 
quiet prayer they may be sure that God 
hears and answers, Many people hurry 
away from their prayers so quickl: when 
they are through talking that they do not 
wait for God’s answer, so they do not hear 


‘his méssages. 


Review.—Samuel must have prayed before 
he lay down to sleep every night, and he 
must have ‘been listening that night when 
called, ‘*Samuel, Samuel.’’ Have you 
thought about ‘Samuel since last Sunday? 
Recall his mother’s name, her promise to 
God, Samuel’s first trip to God’s tent at 
Shiloh, how Samuel helped Eli, his mother’s 
visits, with a new coat for Samuel each year. 
God’s cal! and Samuel’s answer, ‘*Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth.’’ 

If ‘we listen quietly, when we pray, God 
may speak to our hearts and choose‘us to 
give his messages to others. Sing from 
**Carols ”? (Leyda Publishing Co., Chicago, 
25 cents): 


** When I'm dreaming in the dark, 
When | lie awake and hark, 
God sees, God sees. 
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‘* Need I ever know a fear? 
Night and day my Father's near : 
God sees, God sees."’ 


This Week's Lesson Story.—God chose 
Samuel to be his messenger. Samuel heard 
the message and did what God told him. 
Our memory text says, Be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only. God’s message 
was for Eli. It was such a sad message that 
Samuel was sorry to tell it, but Eli asked 
Samuel to tell it, and when he heard it he 
was sure that it would come true, 

Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas, should 
have helped him, but they were wicked men, 
They heard Eli’s good teachings, but they 
did not do as Eli taught. They were dis- 
honest and kept the best of the people's 
offerings for themselves, Samuel helped Eli. 

After a while Israel and the Philistines had 
a battle, Israel was beaten, and many peo- 
ple killed. When Israel returned to camp, 
the elders said, Why were we beaten? Let 
us fetch the ark of God from the holy tent 
and carry it to battle to save us. Eli’s sons 
took care of the ark, so they went with it. 

When we come to God’s house we often 
say, ‘lhe Lord is in his holy temple. When- 
ever Israel] saw the ark they felt like saying, 
God is with us, Describe it and how it was 
carried, 

Eli, who was old and feeble and blind, 
was greatly worried because his sons had 
carried the ark out of* God’s holy tent to 
battle. When Israel saw it in the camp, 
they cheered as loud as any soldiers would 
cheer their country’s flag, hile Israel re- 
joiced, the Philistines felt troubled, but their 
soldiers were brave and fought Israel again. 
Both of Eli’s sons were killed, Israel was 
beaten, and many ran away. Besides this, 
the Philistines took the ark of God and car- 
ried it away to their temple of Dagon, etc. 

Tell of the messenger who carried the 
sad news to Eli, how he was waiting by 
the gate, an old man of ninety-eight years, 
and blind. It broke his heart to hear 
that his sons were dead and the ark of 
God taken. He must have fainted, for he 
fell backward from his seat, his neck broke, 
and he died. Samuel must have grieved for 
him more than any one else. Complete the 
story of the ark from chapters § and 6. 

After the Storv.—Next Sunday we will-tell 
how Samuel became the judge and prophet 
and leader of Israel, because he was good 
and faithful. 

‘To-morrow is the birthday of a good man, 
who was chosen to be leader and first Presi- 
dent of the United States. You will talk 
about George Washington in school. God 
may choose us to be leaders some day, if we 
are good and faithful. 

Hand-work,— Let the children choose 
whether to draw the city gate, with old Eli 
waiting, or the ark carried into battle, or to 
write the memory text. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Content Patterson 


T ISa sad thing to live in a family where 
there is discord and trouble. Samuel 
must have found it so in Eli’s household, 

Where did Eli fail with his two sons? Dis- 
cuss the blessings of parental control. Be- 
cause of their position the conduct of these 
two men affected the life of the nation, and 
now we see the result. 

1, Leaving God Out of Our Trials.—Let 
us turn to the chart and see the position of 
the Philistines; they were a powerful nation 
which had been partially subdued by Samson, 
but who now for years have had Israel for 
their servants (v. 9), and are at this time 
forcing them into battle (v. 2). Where was 
the battle fought? This is a great emergency 
in the life of Israel, and see how strangely 
they meet it. Have the girls contrast their 
action now with that at the time of Deborah 
and Gideon, when they called upon God in 
true sorrow for sin, who raised them up 
leaders, and gave them victory over their en- 
emies, Draw from the girls the evidences of 
indifference to God, and his commands; 
Samuel, who speaks to God for Israel is not 
consulted, there is no sign of repentance, and 
the people are not asking God to help them, 
but are depending upon themselves. The re- 
sult is a loss of four thousand men and a most 
discouraged army. (a) 

Brother Lawrence was a monk who lived 
many years ago. In his life in the monastery, 
where he had to do work which was very dis- 
tasteful to him, he learned to realize that God 





was his loving father, who lived not only in 
heaven, but Tate on earth, even in his own 
heart. As he went about his work in the 
kitchen, which he had so disliked, it became 
beautiful to him because his, Father was with 


him, He also learned to ask forgiveness, im- 


mediately, when he had thought, or said, or 
done anything wrong. He did not wait to 
go to his room, nor till he overcame his 
shame or disgust at failure, but asked the 
Lord right on the spot and accepted forgive- 
ness immediately, God was his nearest and 
dearest friend; he would not allow a single 
thing to stand between them. But Israel 
had been doing wrong, had not repented nor 
confessed and thus had grown indifferent, 
and God seemed far off and unreal, so that 
they were bearing this great trouble alone. (b) 

2. Leaving God Out of Our Plans.—Pic- 
ture the anxious groups gathered about, dis- 
cussing the day’s defeat. The leaders of the 
people are much exercised because God has 
allowed them to be smitten before the Philis- 
tines, and asked each other as to the reason, 
Whom had they better have asked? They 
did not seem to think of asking God himself, 
nor of sending for Samuel, God’s prophet, 
but go right on making their own plans in 
their own wisdom until they think they have 
found a way that will defeat the enemy. 
Bring out the, suggestion of the ark, its 
arrival with the priests, and the shouts of 
the Israelites. (c) 

Don’t Jet us hold our class meetings, make 
our plans, and then at the close of the hour 
ask God to blessthem. He has his own plans 
for us and for our classes, which he will bless 
if we will ask and expect him to show us. 
Why is it that we can not afford to leave God 
out of our plans? 

3. Leaving God Out of Our Religion,— 
Israel may think they have brought God into 
camp, but they have not (v. 7). They are 
trusting the symbol of God’s presence, not 
God, and the pitiful part is that they think 
that everything is all right, and are exultant 
at the thought of victory, They have not 
been doers of the Word, but hearers only, 
and they are deceiving themselves, They 
have been worshiping idols until they don’t 
care to\obey God, and their religion is just a 
fori. They are trusting in the ark very much 
as the heathen nations trusted their gods 
which they often brought into battle. 

Contrast this formality with the splendid 
confidence with which Israel crossed the Jor- 
dan into the Promised Land (Josh. 3) and 
surrounded the walls of Jericho (Josh. 6) when 
God’s presence was with the ark and they 
were following God, Have the girlssee that 
this is the great danger in our Christian life 
to-day. We trust form rather than Christ. 
Make plain that Jesus saves us, not church 
membership nor church attendance, giving to 
charity, nor doing the best we can; that 
prayer must be sincere, definite and expect- 
ant, or else we are leaving God out of it,— 
prayer is a very real thing when a work is 
upon your heart, funds are needed, and the 
Lord sends you éver twelve hundred dollars 
within two days; it becomes a wonderful 
privilege when envy or jealousy is taken out 
of the heart and love put there instead; Bi- 
ble reading is a mere formality and we are 
leaving God out of it, unless we want to learn 
his will concerning us, that we may live it; 
then we are doers of the Word not hearers 
only, 

The Philistines need not have been afraid 
of Israel, God was not with them. Bring out 
the results of the battle: Israel is defeated, 
Eli and his sons die, and the ark of God is 
taken, God could not allow Israel to win 
the battle because he loved them. (Draw 
ark in the tribal territory of Benjamin on 
chart). 


Next Week’s Lesson 


Home- Work for the Girls 
Review : 
Memorize Gen, 49 : 10. 
Name the tribes of Israel (by this time 
the girls will have memorized them with- 
out special effort). 
Where did the Levites live? 
Read 1 Samuel 7°: I-17. 
What did Israel do this time when they 
were threatened by the Philistines? 
What is the meaning of Eben-ezer? 
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Margaret Slattery’s ** The Girl in Her 
Teens’? is just the.hook to help you with your 
class of girls, lt may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times. Co., at 50 cents, postpaid. 
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“ Terse, vigorous, brief, suggest- 
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lical Recorder. 
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thought.”” — Record of Christian 












ork. 
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space.’’— Baptist Teacher, 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 
W* missed Skinny last Sunday, but 


there’s a new boy moved to town, 

and we’re going to get him into our 
class, Bumps and I are a committee to get 
him, 

‘*Do you know of any good man whose 
boys turned out bad?’ was teacher’s first 
question Sunday. 

We told him about old Uncle Sam Whit- 
comb’s boys, and he said it happens that way 
once in a while, and that to-day’s lesson 
was just such a case. ° 

He asked who Eli was, his son’s names, 
etc., and then called on Bert to tell what 
kind of man Eli must have been, judging 
from his boys. 

Bert said he guessed Eli was good all 
right, only too easy.- He’d ought to have 
licked those boys once in a while and made 
them be good. 

‘* Was it Eli’s fault that they turned out 
bad ?’”’ teacher wanted to know. 

‘*Partly,’’ answered Fred, ‘* but maybe 
they just wouldn’t be good,”’ 

‘*'That’s so,’’? admitted teacher, ‘Eli 
may not have been very strict, but he set 
them a good example, and they knew what 
they ought to do. A boy can break away 
from the best teaching, and a boy whose 
father isn’t all that a father ought to be can 
still become a grand nian. You boys have 
the power to choose which way you will go, 
which crowd you will run with, which kind 
of habits you will form, and if you turn out 
bad it will be more your own fault than any- 
body else’s, especially when God is so ready 
to help you,’’ he added softly. 

He drew on the board the picture of a fork 
in the road. Near it stood a sign-board 
pointing the right way and marked, ‘ Par- 
ents’ ‘Teachings.’’ Under the picture were 
the words, ‘‘ The Choice is Yours.’ 

While teacher was doing that, Bumps got 





to thinking about something else, and when 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
( Continued from preceding page) 


‘Mr. Mason turned suddenly and asked him 
what the ark was, he stammered out,‘* Why, 
why, it was what Noah had in the flood.”’ 

‘Teacher explained that he didn’t mean 
that ark, and then how we did laugh. You 
see, Bumps missed our Friday night class- 
meting, and so he wasn’t prepar 

The rest of us told about the ark, what it 
had in it, and how they kept it in the taber- 
nacle at Shiloh. Then teacher described 
how the Philistines started another war, and 
when the Israelites began to get the worst of 
it they sent for. Hophni and Phinehas to 
bring the ark out to the camp. 

My question was why they wanted the ark 
| in the battle, They thought it would help 

them lick the Philistines, you know. 
| Carl told why it was wrong to trust in the 

ark, It was too much like making an idol 
of it instead of trusting in God. ‘Teacher 
said it was like-some people now who keep 
a big family Bible on the center table for 
| good luck, but don’t live the way it teaches 
| nor trust in the God it tells about, Then he 

repeated some of that poem, ‘ Trust in God 
‘and do the right.”? (a) 

We showed how the ark was captured, and 
Mr. Mason told what the Philistines did with 
it and how they finally sent it back, and he 
showed a picture of the town where they 
kept it for a long time afterward. 

Bulldog gave the two warnings that Eli 
had had about what would happen on ac- 
count of his son’s wickedness, and how it 
came to be when Eli and both sons were 
| killed the same day. Eli fell over and broke 
| his neck, you know. 

‘Teacher asked what a warning is for, and 
we told him it was to make-you ‘look out for 
something. He pulled out a big card that 





said ** Frésh Paint,’’ and asked us if people 


believed that warning when they saw it-on 
a door. (b) 

** Naw,’? answered Bulldog, **they all 
stick their. finger there to see.’ 

Teacher said the Bible.is full of warnings | 


them. “ Vet,” he declared, *‘ they are put 
there to save people from sorrow and death, 

| just like the warning at the railroad crossing. 
Oh, boys,”’ he went-on, ** whenever you find 
| a warning against anything in God’s Word, 
| you’d better beware. ‘There is danger. 

| * Safety First’ is a good motto for the Chris- 
tian.’’ (c) 


Next Week’s Lesson 


Teacher said next lesson was how a re- 
vival meeting was turned into a battle. Our 
home questions are : 

Why did not the Israelites take the ark 

| back to Shiloh ? 

What was Israel’s condition at this time? 

What was Samuel’s way of overcoming the 
| Philistines ? 

What did pouring out water mean ? 

What great American leaders prayed for 
victory ? 
| _ How did the Lord overcome the Philis- 
| tines ? 


TeRRE HAUTE, 
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| ee 
Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


156. What dead man’s bones restored a 


corpse to life ? 

157. In what battle were more men slain by 
hailstones than by the sword ? 

158. What men were made to serve God hy 
lions ? 

159. What reckless driver became a king ? 

160. What prophet wept to see a man’s 


bloody future in his face ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


151. Zedekiah, the prophet, as a sign that 
the Syrians should be pushed out of the 
land of the Israelites (1 Kings 22 : 11). 

152. Jehoshaphat, when Judah was invaded 
by an alliance of the Moabites, Edom- 
ites, and Ammonites (2 C Chron. 20 : 20- 
24). 


153. After Elijah the prophet had called | 
down fire from heaven and destroyed | 


two captains and their troops who had 


Israel, the king sent a third captain 


against sin, but many people do not heed | 


been sent to bring him to the king of | 


FEBRUARY 6, 1915 


with a company of fifty men. This last 
captain, instead of speaking roughly to 
Elijah, requested him to come as a 
great favor, and accordingly he and his 
troop escaped with their ii ives (2 Kings 
I: 9-15). 

154. The lost book of Jashar. In this book 
was the Song of the Bow which _David 
=a the children of Israel (2-Sam. 

: 18), and from this book is quoted 
the Song of Joshua (Josh, 10 : 12) be- 
ginning: 

** Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon ; 
And thou, Moon, in the valley of 
Aijalon.” 
155. Joash (2 Kings 11 : 1, 2). 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











February 15 to 21 
Bion. Garp, 4 2 5-00, 
Death of Eli and His Sons. 


One is not exempt from punishment because 
of official relationship to God’s work. The 
condemnation is the greater, The sons of 
Eli died at the hands of the Philistines, and 
Eli died ‘himself when he heard that the ark 
of God was taken. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Remember gov- 
ernments and rulers in prayer; those who 
control great matters t¢ nation and state; 
those who arbitrate national and interna- 
tional politics ; those who control armies 
and navies. Pray for those who now are 
at war one with another. Pray that God 
may bring leaders to a sense of justice and 
an attitude of brotherly love. 
| Twes.—1 Sam, 2: 12-17, 22-26. 

The Bed Sons of Eli. ; 
The wickedness of Eli's sons should have 
j calles for more. than a rebuke from their 
father, for they by their’ sins were disquali- 
fied for office. The leniency of the.old man 
should net have kept him from the. clisct- 
pline which such sin demanded, .“God’s 
| punishment came not only to them, but to 
| him, because of his leniency. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the Fam- 
ily Altar League; that many more families 
in our land may value the influence of the 
Samily altar. Pray that the Bible may have 
a distinct and definite place in our home 
life; that fathers and mothers may be 
strengthened by the Scripture, and may give 
to their children that nurture and training 
which must result from the study of Goad’s 
| Word in the home, 


| 
Wed.—1 Sam. 2 : 27-36. 
Prophecy Against Eli’s House. 

| This prophecy against Eli became a literal 
fact, as we are learning in the lesson of this 
week. Jehovah said, *‘ For them that honor 
me I will honor, and they that despise me 
| shall be lightly esteemed.’’ God will not 
| continue to bless those who neglect or de- 
spise him. ‘The wages of sin is death’’ 
for man and for nations, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Zhank God for 
the heritage and righteotisness af those who 
have lived before God with all purity of 
heart and life, Thank God for the blessing 
of godly parents and faithful ancestors. 
Pray that our nation may have this blessing 
continually, and that Jathers and pothers 
to-day may remember his commandments 
and keep them. 


Thurs.— Ezek. 18: 1-9. Reward of the Righteous. 

Two great contrasts stand out in this les- 
sow: ** The soul that sinneth, it shall die’’ ; 
‘* tle is just, he shall surely live.’’ , Sin and 
death are synonyms. Justice and life are 
also synonyms. Sinners die. The just live. 











Wrong and right are not parallel ; ; they are 


sworn enemies, and cannot live in the same 
being. The one is a process unto death ; 
the other is a growth unto life. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for those who 
are satisfied with present conditions, and 
| who are overcome by the great onrush of 
| maddening pleasure. Pray for those who 
do not see a distinction between the temporal 
and the eternal, and who do not value the 
immortality of the soul, Pray for the worldly- 
| wise, the self-satisfied, the self-deceived. 
Pray that God's truth may awaken them, 


Fri.— Ezek. 18: 10-20. Personal Pesponsibility. 
Each man stands before God with his own 
life and his own conduct. The father can- 


God .o visits sin and punishes it. 




















LESSON FOR FEB. 21 (x Sam. 4 : 1-18) 
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( Continued from preceding page) 
not blame the son, and the son cannot blame 
the father with his own sinful life, Neither 
can he excuse his own life because of the 
sins of his father. We stand before God as 
individuals, and are responsible for our own 
lives. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who are laboring on faithfully in destitute 
fields of service, without the encouragement 
of helpful surroundings or of proper eguip- 
ment, Pray for those who are not willing 
to leave their work. and seek better conditions, 
but who work on constantly, trusting in God 
and believing in his promises. 


Sat.—Ezek. 18: 21-32. Penitence and Life. 

God and man both appreciate and love 
the penitent heart, If we turn from our 
sins, he is not only just to forgive us our 
sins, but the whole world in time learns to 
honor the man of genuine repentance, and a 
new joy and blessing comes into the inner 
life when a man is known to be one who 
repented. 


PRAYER SuGcEstTions : Remember in grat- 
itude all that God is doing now to sustain 
his children allover the world. Thousands 
and tens of thousands are forgotten by those 
who have known them, and still as they 
work on patiently on their own fields of 
labor God never forgets them. e always 
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ALIFORNIA 50 DAYS, $290. NO. EXTRAS. 
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Babcock’ s Tours, 1137 Dean St., Brookiyn, N.Y. 
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COMMUNION SERVICE 





It is conceded that ee individual 


Service is 
The quality of our Service 

finest on the market. 

your choice. 


Write for lilustrated Price List 





INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 


1701-1703 Chestnut St, Philadelphia 
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A.B. & E. L. SHAW CO. 
MAXERS OF 


50 SECOND STREET 
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Pul Chairs, Altars 
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ture Direct 


The Guest 
DeMoulin Bros. 
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CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 





Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich. | 





WILLIAMS PIANOS 


for homes and churches sent on 
AND ORGANS approval, Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 
gan. Williams SRaE A Sraneee. —- ut aranmeedl 





In ordering goods, or in | making inguiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the aduertisement 
in The Sunday School Times. 
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Quality—neot price—should determine 





romembers. His thoughts and his ‘blessings 
are with those who are faithfully doing his 
will,” Thank God for loyalty and loving 
Sacrifice, 


Sun.—Psa. 16: 1-11, Triumph in Death. 

In all the Psalms, none has a more won- 
derful ending than this. ‘*Thou wilt show 
me the path of life: In thy presence is ful- 
ness of joy; In thy right and there are 
—— for evermore.’’ In this verse we 

ave leadership, joy, and eternal happiness 
all guaranteed. In the light of such gifts 
death naturally amounts. to very little, for it 
is an entrance into greater life. 


PRAYER Succsstions: Pray that the Sab- 
bath day may be filled with quietness and 
peace, and that constructive and abiding 
thoughis may be ours; that we may not give 
ourselves over to the mere temporal pleas- 
ures and satisfactions of life, but that the 
day may mean victory and permanency in 
character and in Christian growth, Pray 
that each Sabbath day may be a step higher 
toward God. 





Our National Disease 
Caused by Coffee 


Physicians know that drugs will not 
correct the evils caused by coffee and that 
the only remedy is to stop drinking it. 

An Arkansas doctor says : 

‘*I was a coffee drinker for many 
years, aad often thought that I could 
not do without it, but after years of suf- 
fering with our national malady, dys- 
pepsia, I attribfited it to the drinking of 


mined to use Postum for my morning 
drink. 

‘“‘I had the Postum made carefully 
according to directions on the package, 
and found it just suited to my taste. 

‘At first I used it only for breakfast, 
but I found myself getting so much bet- 
ter that I had it at all meals, and I am 
"| Be indig to say that I have been relieved 
of indigestion. I gained 19 pounds in 4 
months and my general health is greatly 
Ib ne 

**I must tell you of a young lady in 
Illinois. ‘She had been in ill health for 
many years, the vital forces low, with 
but little pain. I wrote her of the good 
that Postum did me, and advised her to 
try it. 

**At the end of the year she wrote me 
that she had gained 40 pounds i in weight 
and felt like herself again. 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 
15c and 25c packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a 
|cup of hot water and, with cream and 

sugar, makes a delicious beverage in- 
| stantly. 30c and soc tins. 
The cost per cup of both kinds is 
about the same., 
** There’s a Reason” 
| —sold 





for Postum. 
by. Grocers. 


coffee, and after some thought deter- | 
| father and he didn’t know anything about bis | 








[ Chitdren at Home 


Abe Linkum’s Birfday 
By Francis McKinnon Morton 


BRAHAM LINCOLN’LEE was. the 
only grandchild of his white-headed, 
golden-bearted, black-faced grand- 

mother, and lived in the city of Albany where 
there were thousands of white children and 
only a very few black ones, 

His grandmother did fine washing and 
ironing, and Abe Linkum ran errands for her 
and took the dainty clothes home when she 
was through with them. He was a very 
useful little black.boy and loved his granny 

vety much. 

** But I don’ like dis yere_ town, granny,’’ 
he said to her.one day. ‘* Hit’s so lonesome 
whar dey ain’t no yether little black chillun 
’ sides me.’’ 

** Nev’ min’ honey,”’ she said, ‘if we all 
ever does fin’ Lil’ Missy ev ’ thing's gwine’r be 
alright. You run along now an’ take dese 
yere clo’s home fer granny.” 

Abe Linkum took the neat package of 
laundry and started to find the address his 

ndmother gave him. These directions 

fed him to a pretty little two-story house set 
back from the street in a friendly garden. 
He went to the side-door, where granny had 
told him parcels must be delivered, and when 
he knocked a very pleasant and very pretty 
young lady’ nepenadl the door and took his 
package. Then while he waited for his pay 
she did a very queer thing, She began talk- 
ing right into the wall by the door where hie 





stood. He didn’t see any one around, so of | 


course he 4wew she must be talking to him. 

‘That was why he said to her, «* Thank you 
lady, an’ P ll be shore to come and bring my 
granny.’ 

She looked at him as if she didn’t quite 
understand what he meant but of course he 
knew she did, for this is what she had said, 
** Yes, to-morrow ope Lincoln’s birth. 
day and we hav@a alf-héliday—we are go- 
ne to have a program inthe morning and 
holiday in the afternoon, so please bring your 
grandmother and come over and help us cel- 
ebrate.’’ 

Abe Linkum didn’t know just what a 
‘** program ’’ was but, ‘‘ Hit mought be some 
kin/r new. cake,’’ he said to himself, and any- 
how he surely knew that his name was Abe 
Linkum and that to-morrow was his birthday. 

What he didn’t know was that the pretty 
young lady was a teacher talking over the 
telephone to a friend, aad inviting her to 
come and bring her grandmother to spend 
the holiday afternoon. And of course she 
was saying that they were going to celebrate 
Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, at school; but 
poor little black Abe Linkum Lee didn’t 
know that. He was very young and he did- 
n’t know anything about the great man whose 
name he bore—he was named for his own 


name back of that. 

And that was why the next afternoon they 
came to the side-door of the pretty home in 
the friendly garden and knocked—he and his 
kind old grandmother, dressed in their best 
and smiling all over their good black faces. 

The truly invited friend and her grand- 
mother were there, too, and when Abe Link- 
um’s grandmother_saw the friend’s grand- 
mother, she forgot her manners, and opened 
out her kind old arms as wide as she could to 
spread them around the slim shoulders of the 
other grandmother, 

‘*Lawd bless my soul! Lil’ Missy,’’ she 
said, laughing and crying at the same time, 
‘*an’ glory be ter His name, I’se done foun’ 
you an’ now we all can depart in peace! I 
knowed long ago you’d moved to dis yere 
town but I ain’ knowed yer married name 
an’ I ain’ knowed jes how I’se gwine’r fin’ 
you but I’se sho’ prayed fer de comin’ er dis 
day fer I’se got ter tell yer dat ole Marse 
William Charchill’s will doné be’n foun’ an’ 
when we all goes back to Virginny—you an’ 
me an’ Lil’ Honey dar’ an’ Lil’ ole Abe 
Linkum here, we all’s ywine’r be de richest 
folks in de state. But what I wants ter know, 
Lil’ Missy, is how come you all fer to know 
dat dis yere was dat chile’s birfday?.”’ 

Then the pretty young lady remembered it 
all, and understood and explained and then 
they: all laughed and laughed, except .Abe 
Linkum Lee who had his mouth too full of 
**some kin’r new cake.”’ 


SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 
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A. J. Holman Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 
All About the Bible *’3007 Sz 


Its origin, translation, plan, rivals. 

Its authority, authorship, antiquity. 

Its people, customs, money, laws. 

Its phecies, promises, precepts, warnings. 

Its inspiration proved—supposed errors explained, 
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Write for the book. 
THE CALVERT MORTGAGE COMPANY 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 4 


Virginia Farms and Homes 


Free CATALOGUE OF SPLENDID BARGAINS. 


R. B. CHAFFIN & CO., 
































Inc., Richmond, Va. 





This little space is used for a big purpose,— 


| to suygest that you send for a Sunday School 
Times catalog of needed books. Will you? 















F tor whooping Cough, 
Spasmodic Croup, 
Asthma, Sore Throat, 
wstowniie Coughs, Bronchitis, 

Roeemse Oe. Colds, Catarrh. 


Don't fail to use Cresolene for the distressing, a 
often fatal, affections for which it is recommen asad 
ltisa sim e, safe,effective and drugless treatment. 
Vaporized Cresolene stops the paroxysmsof Whoop-| 
ing Cough and relieves Spasmodic Croup at once. 

t is a d00n to sufferers from asthma, 

‘The air carrying the antiseptic vapor, inspired with 
every breath, makes breathing easy, soothes the sore 
throat, and stops the cough, assuring restful nights. 

Cresolene relieves the chial complications of| 
Scarlet Fever and Measles and is a valuable aid in 
the treatment of Diphtheria. 

Cresolene’s best recommendation is its 35 years of 
successful use. Send us postalfor Descriptive klet, 

For Sale by Druggists 

Try Cresolene Antiseptic Throat Tablets for the 
irritated throat, composed of slippery elm rk, 
licorice, sugar and Cresolene. ‘They can’t harm 
you. Of your druggist or from us 1oc. in stamps. 


THE V E CO., 62 Corttandt St., New York 
or Leeming-Miles Building, Montreal, Ganad nada 


a base N?S 


108 ‘Becenie cough. 25c¢, 0c and 
& BON, Boston, Kass. 
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3 The Sunday School Times Please 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Whose ‘tas. the greet mind, Might vole aad 
pen that raised Bible study in the Sunday School 
to a new high standard? 


H. Clay Trumbull 


Who built up The Sunday School Times, adi tail 
ie iam. to thes plens:- upon eee Ee 
years been conducted ? 


H. Clay Trumbull 


Who was a contemporary, associate, co-worker with 
and friend of D. L. Moody, whose memory, may be 
linked with his? 


H. Glay Trumbull 











it is Proposed to Erect 
A Fitting Memorial to H. Clay Trumbull 


associated with the name and work of 


DLMOODY 


» By giving-the name of. TR! “PYALG:-t0-“@-auditosium. in. the-capacious. 
eri tip 9 tenia 4 a hE OTRO ONE ya 








WHEN The work of erection will be undertaken at the earliest possible moment. But the Trustees of 
The Moody Bible Institute desire that you, whé are enjoying the splendid weekly heritage left you 
by Dr. Trumbull, approve of their plan thus to honor his memory. The Administration Building is an assured 
fact; and®is urgently needed because the present capacity of the Institute is greatly overcrowded. In its largest 
Lecture room the students have been sitting on the window sills and on the floor of the platform, and even then some 
have been obliged to stand during the lectures. 


wi To fitly honor the memory of Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, from 1875 to 1903 Editor of The Sunday 

School Times; the friend of D. L. Moody ; for more'than three decades one of the great constructive 
forces in the teaching of the Bible, in the molding of Christian character, in the training of Christian workers; a 
man of God whose weekly audience numbered a hundred thousand or more teachers, superintendents and officers 


of Sunday Schools in the United States and Canada, and who through them touched the lives of millions. 


Trumbull Hall 


As a memorial to H. Clay Trumbull has the approval of his family and should have the hearty endorsement of Sunday 
School Times readers, especially of those into whose lives Dr. Trumbull himself came in a very personal way and who 
cherish his memory. They were his friends; he was their friend; they were his inspiration ; he was their counsellor, 
thei teacher, their confidant; they loved him; he Bneditnns irae ara ae an ae eee, 
his God-given mmsight into their spiritual needs. 











before = ie my 


1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia 


I hereby of the plan of dedicating the asvembly Ue renteemmoeaae 
hall in the orial Building to the bethadke-tes 
of Dr. H. Clay chal aed cast tay’ veld im Bite ) ae ee: 


here provided ; this.can 
be attached with aitici- 


of naming tt Trumbull Hall. 
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(Lesson for FEB. 21) FEB. 6, 1915 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, February 21, 1915 ~ 
Favorite Chapters of the Bible, 
and Why. (Psa. 23: 1-6). A 
memory meeting, 

















‘ Couraged and disappointed ? 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoN.—The shepherd chapter _ To). 
‘TUES. —'l he consecration (Isa. 
WED.—tThe Messiah (Isa. 53). N 
‘THURS.— No condemnation (Rom. 8). 
FRI.— Spiritual riches (Eph. 3). 
Sat.—Christian Endeavor (Rom. 12). 











Describe the theme of your favorite chapter, 

What practical use do you make of your 
favorite chapter ? 

Agi is your favorite Old Testament chap- 
ter 


HE most wonderful chapter in the Bible 
is the seventeenth chapter of John, 
‘* This chapter’? says Bishop Westcott, 
% stands alone in the Bible, It contains what 
may pron be called the Lord’s Prayer, 
the prayer which he himself used as distin- 
guished from that which he taught to his dis- 
ciples.’’ It shows us the depth of his inner 
fellowship with God and it offers, as prayer 
always does, the most illuminating revelation — 
of his inward life. It is not what a man says 
to his fellow-men which reveals him, It is 
what he says to God, And here we have 
not a man only speaking to God, but God as 
it were, speaking with himself. 
< 
The most wonderful chapter in the. Bible 
is the eighth chapter of Romans, following the 
seventh. Here is the clear statement of the 
universal human experience of the earnest 
and sincere man.. Other men have not been 
able to analyze the experience as Paul has 
presented it, but when they have read Paul’s 


Say at once, 
of tiy OWN life. How did he diseover it?” 
** Ah, those two men, I know them well’’ 
said Louis XIV :when Bourdaioue was 
preaching on this very chapter, ‘‘I have 
them both in me.’”’ And Paul not only 
describes here the universal experience of 
the divided will, he also sets foith the one 
solution of the problem, namely the unifi- 
cation of the heart and the end of the anarchy 
in the new and triumphant mind of Christ, 
% 

The most wonderful chapter in the Bible 
is the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians. 
No other words have been read so often 
over the dead. No others have voiced ag 
deeply the richest longings and hopes o 
human hearts. What we want to know is, 
‘*Shall we live again? Shall we see again 
those who have gone from us and will they 
be themselves and shall we recognize them ?’’ 
Here are the answers to these quéstionings. 

< 

The most wonderful chapter in the Bible 
is the twenty-third Psalm, More people can 
repeat this chapter than any other in the 
Bible. It meets our wants in life and it 
meets them in death. What can we need 
that it does not provide? It is short and 
complete and it contains no mysteries and 
its promises are absalutely free andgracions. 
It is a little children’s mee ag They 
can memorize it and am 


The most ate el — 
is the fifth chapter of } 
itudes are a perfect anc Seiden 


ideal, more valid and pel ~ ange te le ‘<z. 


when men are than ever 


‘before, Here4a iy Spee chapte/*are the princi- 


| ‘ples of the ony. Merge cian Oe can ever con- 


quer the earth and 


pe : 

Each of these and i a hundred more is 
the most wonderful chapter io: the Bible. 

No other book’ has s@.,mehy chapters each 
more wonderful than the other, 

What are the most wonderful chapters in 
Genesis, Exodus, Proverbs, Jeremiah, Ephes- 
ians, Revelation ? 

What is the best young man’s chapter? 
Who wrote especially to young men? 

What are the best chapters for the dis- 





